
268

QSE Intermediate Language banks 0-28 Answer key

Language bank 0

1 A: I grow all my own vegetables. Of course, the
disadvantage is (that) you have to work quite
hard.

B: So what’s the advantage?
2 A: There are several advantages. For example,

they taste much better than supermarket
vegetables. Another advantage is (that) they
haven’t travelled very far.

B: I am sure that’s true. But I just buy all the
produce I need from the local farmer’s
market.

3 A: That’s great, Well done.
B: Of course, the disadvantage is the cost.

4 A: True.
B: But the advantage is (that) it’s better for the

environment.

Language bank 1

1 A: I need a boyfriend! But it’s so difficult to meet
new people.

B: Do you think I should look online? A lot of
people do that now.

2 A: That’s a great idea.
B: But you should be / you’d better be careful.

3 A: How do you mean?
B: Well, for example, you should keep your

identity a secret at first. And you shouldn’t
arrange to meet immediately.

4 A: That sounds like good advice. And if I like
someone, where do you think we should meet?

B: I think you ought to meet in a public place.
For example, you could meet in a coffee bar.
Or how about meeting outside, in a park?

A: Yes, maybe I’ll do that – if I meet someone for
the first time.

Language bank 2

1 A: What do you think about online dating?
B: I think it’s OK.

2 A: In my opinion, it sounds dangerous. You don’t
know who you’re talking to.

B: I think people should be careful when they
meet someone.

Language bank 3

1 A: Can you suggest some good places to meet
someone? Um / Er, somewhere I can find a
girlfriend / boyfriend! You see, I haven’t had a
relationship for ages!

B: Well, you know, how about joining a club? Or
an evening class?

2 A: Well, maybe I’ll join a sports club. You know, I
think I might enjoy that. I mean, you meet
people there, don’t you?

Language bank 4

1 In my opinion, New York is a lot more exciting
than San Francisco.

2 I like small towns because they’re far friendlier
than big cities.

3 One of the problems with cities is that houses are
twice as expensive.

4 One of the best things about cities is that there
are many more things to do and see.

5 Compared with city life, life in the country is
much quieter and more peaceful and there is
much less traffic.

Language bank 5

1 A: Refugees leave their country for many reasons.
B: Sorry, would you mind explaining that, please?

2 A: Well, for example, they might leave because
their government puts people of their race or
religion in prison.

B: What do you mean by the word ‘race’?
3 A: I mean ‘nationality’.

B: Sorry, I didn’t quite get that. Could you explain
that word, please?

4 A: I mean people from a particular country. But it
could be the same for an ethnic group, or a
minority who have a different religion or
culture.

B: Oh, I see. That’s interesting. Can you say more
about that?

5 A: Yes. Some people leave because they are
political refugees and some people are
economic refugees.

B: What does ‘refugee’ mean? What do you mean
by ‘economic refugee’?

C: They’re people who leave their country to look
for a better job and life abroad.

Language bank 6

1 A: What are you doing tomorrow evening?
B: I’m not sure. I may go to a film.

2 A: Which one?
B: Well, I might go to that film about the famous

rock band drummer. But I might have to work.
At the moment, I can’t be certain (about that).
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3 A: It’s possible I’ll be free tomorrow evening. If
you’re not working, I’ll come with you.

B: Great!

Language bank 7

1 A: Do you think it’s fun to be famous?
B: Yes, but I think it has lots of disadvantages.

2 A: For example?
B: Um… How can I put it? Let me think. Well, if

you’re very famous, the media watch you all
the time.

3 A: A famous person might like that.
B: Yes, but, what’s the best way of putting it? In

that situation, you have no privacy. No one
likes that.

4 A: True, but if you’re very famous, you’re
probably very rich. That’s nice!

B: I agree, but, well, how can I explain? I think it
can very difficult to be real if you’re famous.
You have an image and people want you to be
that image.

Language bank 8

1 How does sunny weather make you feel? It makes
me feel great. I love it.

2 When was the last time you felt really happy? I
felt really happy when I was on holiday.

3 How do you feel about animals? I dislike them.
They make me feel terrible.

4 What are your feelings about your family? I love
them. I feel very happy (when I’m with them).

Language bank 9

1 I think Dark Star is the best band in the charts. I
totally agree with you / I couldn’t agree more.

2 Fame and celebrity always change people. Oh
come on! That’s not true. I think you’re
(completely) wrong.

3 The media only show us the news they want us to
see. I can see your point of view, but I have a
different one.

4 Zoos help protect animals. I don’t agree with you
at all / I couldn’t agree less.

5 Vivisection is necessary. I can see your point of
view. You’re right.

6 Most people treat animals badly. I think you’re
wrong.

7 Some animals are almost as intelligent as
humans. I feel the same way / That’s absolutely
right.

Language bank 10

1 Where did the children used to play? (fields) The
children used to play in the fields.

2 When would the older children take food to the
workers? (At about 11:30) The older children
would take food to the workers at about 11:30.

3 What did the children usually have for breakfast?
(a piece of bread) The children usually / often
had a piece of bread for breakfast.

4 What did they eat from? (wooden bowls) They
used to eat from wooden bowls.

Language bank 11

Slavery has always existed.
1 Well, actually, for example, we know that there

were slaves in ancient times.
2 You know (that) slaves were often …
3 … what’s the word? prisoners of war. Or they

could be the children of slaves. But it was
sometimes possible for a slave to, …

4 … what can I say, win his freedom.

Language bank 12

1 Can you describe this picture? It shows / It’s a
picture of people walking in the street.

2 What else does the picture show? It looks as if
that person is stealing a car.

3 What’s happening here? There is someone
watching the man stealing the car.

4 Can you say more about the picture? Yes. The
man looks very suspicious and anxious.

Language bank 13

1 Perhaps people will start driving hydrogen-
powered cars.

2 If oil becomes very expensive, it’s possible (that)
we will be prepared for the situation.

3 Peak Oil may happen sooner than we expect.
4 If the oil runs out, we’ll need to use other energy

resources.
5 We need to prepare now, in case Peak Oil

happens soon.

Language bank 14

1 Things may change a lot in the next ten years.
2 We don’t know exactly when, but some day soon

/ sooner or later the oil is going to run out.
3 By / In 2020, oil supplies may be very low.
4 Sometime soon we’re going to reach Peak Oil.
5 What will life be like in 20 years’ time?
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Language bank 15

1 A: This science course is so difficult. I’ve decided
to give up.

B: Don’t give up so easily. If you didn’t do it,
you’d feel bad.

2 A: I’m doing so badly.
B: Rubbish! It’s easier than you think, and if you

do your revision, you’ll pass.
3 A: No, I think I’m going to stop.

B: Don’t do that. Everything will be fine.

Language bank 16

1 People feel very differently about exams. For
instance / For example, my brother finds them
really easy.

2 You can do a lot to help stress. To give you an
example, taking exercise is very relaxing.

3 An activity such as running can make you feel
much better.

Language bank 17

1 We should punish deserters. What’s more, if many
soldiers are deserting, the government should ask
why.

2 I believe that we should love our country. As a
result, we should always be ready to fight for it.

3 I don’t believe in this war. However, I’m fighting
in it.

4 Michael Peel is a deserter from the war. In
addition, his friend Paul Harber has been hiding
from the army for many months.

5 The air force is bombing towns. Consequently,
many civilians have been killed.

6 I don’t believe we can prevent countries from
selling weapons. Firstly, how would we do this?
Secondly, countries need weapons to protect
themselves.

Language bank 18

1 I haven’t got a car. I wish I had one.
2 I’m sorry I didn’t believe them. I wish I had

believed them.
3 They’re talking so loudly. I wish they would talk

more quietly.
4 My father may change his job. He hopes to

change his job.
5 My friends may come to the party. I hope they’ll

come to the party.

Language bank 19

1 A: Child poverty in Britain has decreased.
B: Sorry / Excuse me, what did you say?

2 A: I said that child poverty in Britain has
decreased.

B: Can you say that again?
3 A: Sure, I said that child poverty in Britain is less

than it was.
B: I’m sorry, I didn’t hear what you said. Could

you say that more slowly, please?
4 A: Yes. There are fewer poor children now

because the government has spent more
money on them.

B: Did you say that the government has spent
more money on poor children?

A: That’s right. A government spending
programme has helped a lot of families.

Language bank 20

1 A: What could people in our city do to get fit?
B: Lots of things. For example, one possibility is

to do more sports, like football.
2 A: I don’t think that’s very helpful. You have to

be very fit to do that.
B: All right, they could go swimming.

3 A: I think that’s a good suggestion. Most people
love swimming. But some people can’t swim,
of course.

B: Another possibility is to go for a half-hour walk
every day. It’s very good for you and anyone
can do it.

4 A: I think the best option is to play football. I like
football and I’m quite fit.

Language bank 21

1 A: I think we’re going to build taller and taller
buildings.

B: That’s interesting. Why do you think that?
2 A: Because populations are exploding.

B: Can you explain what you mean by that?
3 A: I mean that populations are getting a lot

bigger all the time
B: Can you give me an example?

4 A: Yes, China and India are very good examples.

Language bank 22

1 A: I really care about my privacy.
B: So you feel that privacy is something you really

care about?
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2 A: Speed cameras mean that people drive more
slowly.

B: So you’re saying that speed cameras do mean
that people drive more slowly?

3 A: I don’t think RFID tags are a good idea.
B: You mean they’re a bad idea?

4 A: RFID tags are sometimes placed on airline
luggage.

B: So what you’re saying is, it’s a good idea to
use RFID tags on airline baggage?

Language bank 23

suspense / horror excitement / fear
violence fantasy

1 I did not enjoy the feeling of suspense in the
film. I like romance more.

2 This book is about liberty and happiness, not
about love.

3 The novel is about the friendship between three
women living in New York.

4 Humour is the best kind of entertainment on TV.
5 The main character in the film showed honesty,

courage and patience.

Language bank 24

1 A: What aspects of work do you like?
B: Well, I like working with people.

2 A: Anything else?
B: Yes, I love being independent.

3 A: That’s good. You start work very early, don’t
you?

B: Yes. Actually, I hate working late. I like to get
up early.

4 A: Me too. Do you have to work late sometimes?
B: Yes, but that’s OK. I don’t mind working late

sometimes.

Language bank 25

I got angry and argued with my girlfriend. Now she
has left me.
1 I wish I hadn’t got angry with her.
2 If only I had known she would leave me, I

wouldn’t have argued with her!
They suggested I catch the 9 o’clock train to get to
the interview on time. I overslept and missed the
train so that I arrived very late. I didn’t get the job.
3 If only they had told me to catch the 8 o’clock

train, I wouldn’t have been late.

4 I wish I hadn’t overslept. If I hadn’t been late, I
would have got the job.

Language bank 26

1 A: In my opinion, prison doesn’t stop people from
re-offending.

B: I think you have a very good point, but I don’t
agree with you.

2 A: There are other good alternatives to prison.
B: That’s an interesting way of looking at it, and I

fully agree with you.
3 A: But sometimes I think it’s necessary to send

someone to prison.
B: I respect your opinion about this, but I don’t

agree with you because…
4 A: Particularly when they’ve committed a very

violent crime.
B: I have to admit that’s a very strong argument

and it’s my view too.

Language bank 27

1 Tracy went out hiking without a coat or umbrella.
She got very bad flu.
She shouldn’t have gone hiking without a coat. If
she’d taken a coat, she wouldn’t have got flu.

2 Martin set out on a long car journey when he had
had very little sleep. He had an accident.
Martin was wrong to set out when he’d had very
little sleep. If he’d had some sleep, he wouldn’t
have had an accident.

Language bank 28

1 A: Has Ursula arrived yet?
B: No, I went to the station but she wasn’t on the

train. She must have missed it.
2 A: She can’t have missed it. She rang me to say

she was on the train.
B: That’s strange.

3 A: She might have got off at an earlier station.
B: Why would she want to do that?

4 A: She might have thought it was the right
station.

B: Oh dear!


