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Work in pairs. Student A looks at photographs 1 and 2. Student B looks at pictures 3 and 4.
Student A: Look at photographs 1 and 2. They show friends spending time together. Compare and contrast the

photographs, and say whether you prefer to be with a large group of friends or with one good
friend. (1 minute)

Student B: When student A has finished talking briefly answer this question:
How important are friends in your life? (20 seconds)

Student B: Look at pictures 3 and 4. Compare and contrast the pictures, and say what the difference is
between communicating with friends online and communicating with friends face-to-face.
(1 minute)

Student A: When Student B has finished talking, briefly answer this question:
Do you keep in touch with friends online? If so, how? (20 seconds)

See Language Bank 12 for ways of talking about pictures.

1
2

3

Useful language for describing and comparing pictures:
• The first picture shows a group of teenagers sitting on the back of a truck.
• In the second picture, two girls have their arms round each other. They look happy.
• (One similarity is that) both pictures show people talking to friends.
• In picture 4, we can see a group of people, whereas in picture 3 there is only one person.
• One difference is that in picture 3 the friends are chatting on the internet.

1 Speaking Test FCE paper 5, part 2

4
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2 Writing FCE paper 2, part 1

Writing a transactional letter

Useful language for formal letters:
We write formal letters to people we do not know. We do not use contractions or colloquial language.

• Dear Sir / Madam / Sir or Madam• Dear Mr / Ms / Mrs (Brown)
• I am writing to (ask for a refund).• I booked (online / by phone / by fax).• I understand that (the circus is cancelled).
• I telephoned the box office (but there was no answer).
• I would like to request a refund.
• I look forward to receiving

(your reply / a full refund of the cost).
Salutations and endings: Start with: End with:

If you don’t know the name • Dear Sir / Madam … Yours faithfully
If you know the name • Dear Mr / Ms / Mrs Dent … Yours sincerely

Useful language for informal letters:
We write informal letters to people we know well. • Dear John / Johnny
We use contractions: • I haven’t • We can’t • I don’t • He doesn’t
Use colloquial language and expressions: • It was great! • Wow! • Amazing! • Yuk!
Ending: • Best wishes / All the best / Love, Sarah (usually first name only)

4 Tickets booked for
26th May, £20 each

Tickets booked online
on 4th April

Rang several times a
day to cancel, but
phone always engaged

You booked tickets to see a circus, but the performance was cancelled. Read the advertisement, on which you
have made some notes. Write a letter asking for a refund, using all the information in your notes. Write
between 120 and 180 words in an appropriate style. Do not write any postal addresses.

Salutation:

Paragraph 1: Your reason for writing:

Paragraph 2: Give detailed information:
Paragraph 3: Action required/ conclusion:
Final paragraph:

FCE Exam PracticeQSE IntermediateUnit 3Unit 3
Name:
Class:

Ticket prices:
£20 Stalls £10 Upper Circle

BOOK ONLINE: www.circustoday.com
BOX OFFICE: 0860 034 9127
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Work in pairs. Look at the pictures. Imagine that you
are in your last year at a school or college where
students can join a cadet force – army, navy or air
force. First, talk to each other about what kind of
training activities students would do as cadets in
each of the three different armed forces. Then
decide which armed force you will join as cadets.
You must both join the same one. (3 minutes)
See Language Bank 12 for ways of talking about
pictures.
Useful language:
• This picture shows army cadets training.
• Army cadets would probably do lots of

exercises to get fit.
• I should imagine that navy cadets would

learn to sail.
• Do you think air force cadets might learn

to fly?
• I dislike flying, so I wouldn’t join the

air force cadets.
• I think the navy cadet force would / might be

the most fun.
• I’d prefer to join the army cadets.

1A Speaking Test FCE paper 5, part 2

Work in pairs.
Student A: Explain that you want to ask

Student B some questions about him
or herself. Ask Student B each of
these three questions.
• Where are you from?
• Do you live in (the local town)?
• What do you like about living in

(student’s home town)?
Listen to B’s replies.

Student B: Ask Student A the same three
questions above. Listen to A’s
replies.

Student A: Now choose one question from each
of the headings below to ask your
partner.

Student B: Answer A’s questions. (11⁄2 minutes)
Student B: From each of the headings below, ask

the other question that Student A did
not ask you.

Student A: Answer B’s questions. (11⁄2 minutes)

Family life
• Can you tell me something about your family,
or your friends?

• Do you miss your family and friends when
you’re away from home?

Daily life
• Do you have a daily routine? What usually
happens?

• What do you normally do at the weekend?
Future plans
• What are your plans for your next holidays?
• What are your plans with regard to work and
career?

Leisure
• How do you spend your free time?
• Do you have a hobby or sport that you really
enjoy?

House and home
• Do you live in a house or an apartment?
What’s it like?

• Can you tell me something about your
neighbourhood?

Language learning
• How do you think you will use English in the
future?

• Do you speak any other languages?

1B Speaking Test FCE paper 5, part 3
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Paragraph 1: Introduction
State the topic and make one or two general
statements about it.
• There is a lot of discussion about whether
there is too much violence on television today.

• It is certainly true that there is a lot of
violence on television these days.

Paragraphs 2 and 3:
Give your opinion, with two to four arguments in
support of it.
Try to give one or two examples.
• In my opinion, the violence which we see on
television is very harmful, for several reasons.
Firstly, …… . Secondly, …… . Lastly, ……. .

• For example, police detective series show very
high levels of violence. War films show shooting
and…

Use cohesive devices: see Language Bank 17.
• Moreover, violent scenes on TV are not good for
young children.

• As a result, there is more crime than ever
before.

Final Paragraph: Conclusion
Present your final opinion.
• To conclude, my opinion is that there is
indeed too much violence on TV.

2 Writing FCE paper 2, part 2

Writing a discursive composition
You have recently had a class discussion about
violence. Now your teacher has asked you to write
a composition, giving your opinions on the following
statement:
• There should not be so much violence on television.
Plan your composition as follows:

Crown Copyright/MOD, image from www.photos.mod.uk
Reproduced with the permission of the Controller of her Majesty’s
Stationery Office. Photographs by Mark Owens (mr),
LA (Phot) Luis Holden (br), PO (Phot) Tam McDonald (ti),
Sgt Gaz Tyson (ml), Cpl David McNamee (mr), John Cassidy (b).
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1 Speaking Test FCE paper 5, part 4

Work in groups of three. The task is to take part in a three-way discussion.
(4 minutes)
Student A: Play the part of the examiner. Ask some or all of the following questions. Give each student time to

fully answer the questions and take part in the discussion yourself.
• Were your parents strict when you were a child?
• Did they believe that discipline was important?
• Do you think children should be punished?
• Do you think that your generation are well-brought-up?
• Do you think that manners are important?
• If you have children, how will you bring them up?

Students B and C:
Answer the examiner’s questions. Try and give full answers.
Interact with the other participants, asking for their opinions and agreeing or disagreeing. Give
reasons for your opinions.

Change roles. Students B and C take turns at playing the part of the examiner.

See these Language Banks for useful interview language:
Language Bank 2: Ways of asking for and giving opinions
Language Bank 5: Ways of asking for clarification
Language Bank 9: Ways of agreeing and disagreeing
Language Bank 7/11: Hesitation fillers
Language Bank 19: Ways of checking that you understood what someone said
Language Bank 21: Ways of asking for and eliciting further information
Language Bank 26: Ways of showing respect for other people’s views
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2 Writing FCE paper 2, part 2

Writing a non-transactional letter
You are in your final year at school. Your class teacher has asked you to write a letter to a social
worker inviting him/her to come to our school to give a talk on drugs. In the letter, you should give
relevant details such as how many students will attend the lecture and how long the talk should last.
Write your letter. Do not write any postal addresses. This should be a formal letter.
Plan your composition as follows:

Begin: • Dear Mr (Smith)
Paragraph 1:
Explain who you are: • I am a student in my final year at (name of school).
Explain why you are writing: • We feel it would be helpful for students to hear an expert talk

about the dangers of drug abuse.
Paragraph 2:
Give practical information: • The week beginning March 12th would be suitable.

• I suggest that the talk should last about an hour.
• About 100 students will attend.
• We will provide refreshments after the talk.

Paragraphs 3/4:
Give some background information: • We know that some of the younger students have started

experimenting with drugs.
Suggest suitable topics for discussion: • The connection between cannabis and mental illness
Conclusion: • We think that your experience will help to give students a

better understanding of the problems of drugs.
Polite farewell: • We do hope that you will be able to come.

• I look forward to hearing from you.
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