
The Extended Reading Units contain longer and
more substantial texts than in the rest of the Units.
Perhaps the best use of them is to set the texts for
homework for students to read in their own time.
Alternatively, they can be studied in class.

The text in this Unit is an extract from the
bestselling novel, Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, by
Louis de Bernières, first published in 1994. In spite
of his French-sounding name, the author is
English. He was born in 1954 and worked as a
teacher, mechanic and gardener before finding
success as a novelist. This is an example of a book
that became well-known through readers advising
each other to try it. Initially, it was not heavily
promoted by publishers. But many Reading Circles
(groups of friends who meet regularly to discuss a
book they have been reading) took up the book
and its fame spread by word-of-mouth. 

The story takes place on the Greek island of
Cephallonia during the Second World War. The
Italians have invaded the island and stationed their
troops with the islanders. An Italian captain called
Corelli is sent to stay at the house of a Greek
doctor and his lovely daughter Pelagia. Although
they do their best to resist their feelings, the captain
and Pelagia start to fall in love. Food is scarce, and
the extract describes how the doctor, Pelagia and
the captain go hunting for snails to eat among the
undergrowth nearby. Pelagia’s hair gets caught on
briars and Corelli untangles her.  They kiss for the
first time …

Below are the key words and expressions that
appear in the text. Ten key words are focused on in
the 2 PREVIEW section for students to check their
meaning. They are in bold in the text.

1 The BIG read: CAPTAIN CORELLI’S MANDOLIN by

Louis de Bernières

The opening box of text on page 36 contains brief
background information to the novel and provides
a context for the extract. Ask the class if they
recognise the actors in the photo (Nicholas Cage
and Penélope Cruz, stars of the film Captain
Corelli’s Mandolin, released in 2001).  Ask if anyone
has read the book or seen the film and what they
thought of them. Even if no one has actually done
so, they may well know something about the story. 

Background information

Cephallonia: This Greek island (also spelt

Kefalonia) is the largest of the Ionian Islands in

western Greece and is popular with tourists. It

is in the middle of an earthquake zone, and in

1953 suffered a massive earthquake that almost

destroyed the island. This earthquake is

described in Captain Corelli’s Mandolin.In 

World War II, the island was occupied by the

Axis powers — first the Italian army (until late

1943) and then the German army. The islanders

suffered terribly under the Germans. A battle

on the island between the German forces and

the Italians resulted in the Germans taking full

control of the island. The remaining Italian

prisoners were brutally executed. These events

are a main part of the novel.

2 PREVIEW

2A The answers to these questions provide the
background to the extract.
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Key words / expressions

• crawl   • tangle  • briars  • snail   • tunnel 

• contented   • to strike (p.p. struck)   

• to paralyse • thorn   • to murder

• to press  • chest    • uniform   

• to squash   • to sniff   • strand (n.)   

• to wind (p.p.wound) • vulnerable   

• grateful   • to tug   • to kiss

• to reproach   • to gaze   • tear (n.)   

• to drown   • lousy • filthy  

• enclosed   • unpatriotic   

• for God’s sake = this is an expression used to

emphasise what you are saying, especially

when you are annoyed  

• legions (of snails) = a very large number (of

snails). The actual meaning of legion = a large

group of soldiers, especially in the Roman army  

• shrapnel = small pieces of metal from a

bomb or bullet that has exploded  

• posture = position (especially how a person

stands)  

• irritation = a feeling of annoyance  

• consternation = a feeling of shock or worry  

• to yield to temptation = to allow/surrender

to a strong feeling that you want to have or

do something that you know you should not
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without any vocabulary pre-teaching, as this
provides excellent practice in reading for gist. 
In this case, you would teach key vocabulary items
after activity 3A. 
3A This activity provides practice in reading a

challenging text in order to understand the
main points. Explain its purpose to students
and encourage them to read the extract without
using a dictionary.

To help students understand the main
points, ask those who chose the correct answer
to read out the sentences that helped them
make the right choice. 

3B This activity focuses on key phrases in the
section. Key words to teach include:
legions / shrapnel / posture irritation / cheek.
Point out the following to show how meaning
can be deduced from context:

Question 1: The word impossible suggests the
briars were difficult to crawl through.

Question 4: The use of the words neck /
backwards / on her hands and knees suggest she
was not comfortable. 

3C These questions focus on the main points of
the section. Key words include: 
chest / uniform / squash/ tug / kiss / tears / gaze 

3D This activity returns the reader to the whole
text, focusing on Captain Corelli’s feelings. If

QSE Intermediate

2B This activity focuses on ten key words in the
text. Either teach the words or ask students to use
their dictionaries to check the meanings.

3 READING CD2 (Red) track 10, Page 43

Explain that this text provides practice in reading a
longer and more difficult passage. Tell students that
they should not try and understand every word,
since it takes far too long and kills enjoyment of the
text. Instead, they should  first try and understand
the main points of the text and then try and
understand it in more detail – but without looking
up every word they do not know! They should also
try and guess meaning from context. 

If the text is being studied in class, you may
decide to teach key words and expressions before
students read the text. Alternatively they can use
dictionaries. Set a certain time to complete the
activities, eg 15-20 minutes. Depending on the
class’s level, consider asking them to do activity 3A

See Pages 36-37   SB
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Teacher’s Guide

2 PREVIEW A Answers
1 Because the Italian army has invaded the island
and the Italian soldiers have been sent to live in
the islanders’ homes.
2 Because the captain is part of the invading army.
3 Because there is very little food and they intend
to eat the snails for supper.

2 PREVIEW B Answers
crawl = to move on your hands and knees 
tangle = a mass of hair, wires etc that are twisted
together untidily
briar = a bush with thorns on its branches
tunnel = a passage that has been dug under the
ground
paralyse = to make someone lose the ability to
move their body or part of their body
thorn = a sharp pointed part on a plant, 
eg a rose
murder = to kill someone deliberately
strand = a single thin piece of thread, hair etc
vulnerable = easily hurt
kiss = to touch someone with your lips as a
greeting or to show them love
lousy = very bad

3 READING A / B Answers  
A paragraph 3 is the best summary
B 1  No 2 Yes

3 Shrapnel had fallen on her and hurt her.
4 No 5 Because she couldn’t move.
6 Her cheek

3 READING C Answers
1 Because the captain is reaching over Pelagia’s
shoulders so that her face is pressing into his chest.
2 Because he has untangled Pelagia’s hair from the
briars without hurting her.
3 He shouldn’t have kissed her cheek.
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you wish, you can add some questions focusing
on Pelagia’s feelings:
1 How do Pelagias’ feelings and actions change
during the extract? (First, she seems cross and
upset. When Corelli kisses her cheek, she is
reproachful. Then she cries, showing her real
feelings for him – and finally they kiss.)
2 What does Pelagia mean by the words, ‘I can’t
stand it any more, not any of it. I’m sorry.’?
(She has to hide her feelings for Corelli because
he is an invader, and she hates doing this.)

4 TALK ABOUT IT

If the class have done the Extended Reading as
homework, this section will provide a useful
revision of the extract as well as providing
stimulating discussion. 
4A Ask students what the word romantic means to

them. (romantic = related to love and with
treating the person you love in a special way)
Ask what kind of things they find romantic,
eg a candlelit meal.

Possible answer to question A: Yes, the text is very
romantic.  The lovers try to fight their feelings but
are unable to.  Finally they admit their true feelings
and kiss – this is real romance!
4B Possible answer: Corelli clearly has a sense of

humour. He laughs when he sees Pelagia’s
problem and makes some amusing comments.
He seems to really care for Pelagia and is very
gentle with her.

4C You may find there is a boy / girl split here
since women are far more interested in reading
romance than men. If this is the case, point it
out and make it a point for discussion.

4D Encourage students to speculate. If some have
read the book / seen the film, ask them to
briefly describe how the novel ends. 

5 PORTFOLIO WRITING

Prepare the class for the task of writing the letter by
establishing that Pelagia and Captain Corelli are in
love with each other.

Elicit / teach useful phrases: to be in love / to fall in
love / to have srong feelings for someone.

Discuss with the class the problems that their
falling in love creates: Corelli is part of the invading
army and the islanders would never forgive Pelagia
for falling in love with / marrying an invader. They
will have to be very careful to keep their love a
secret and it seems doubtful that there is any real
future for them.

Writing model — an informal  letter
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3 READING D Answers
1 He feels very contented.
2 He is frightened that she has been hurt by falling

shrapnel.
3 He is amused and laughs.
4 He thinks he might cry too. Dearest Maria, 

I’m writing to you because I have a problem
I need to discuss. It’s a very serious problem
and I must ask you not to discuss it with
anyone else. This is very important and you
will understand when I tell you about it.

You know that we have an Italian soldier
livng with us called Captain Corelli – you have
met him on your visits to me. Maria, my
problem is that he is an invader but I have
fallen in love with him! And he feels the same
about me! For the last month or two I have tried
so hard to hide how I felt. But yesterday we
kissed for the first time, I have never been so
happy – and at the same time so frightened –
in all my life.

What would people say if they knew? They
would kill us, or send me from my home. I
cannot see that there is any future for our love.
But I have such strong feelings for him.

At the moment it is enough for me to know
that he loves me. But we have to  hide our
feelings from other people (though it is clear
my father knows.)  

What will happen to us? I do not know.
Please write.

Love
Pelagia
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