
was being destroyed by the invading forces of

Europeans.

2 PREVIEW

If you prefer, the class can work on these extended
reading texts in examination conditions, having to
deal with any new words and information by trying
to understand the context. However, we still offer
some preliminary exploitation of the vocabulary
and ideas here in the Teacher’s Guide. You can
discuss the new words and expressions with
students before they read, but even if you work on
the text in class, rather than for homework, it may
be more helpful for them if they encounter the new
material in context. The latter method is more

As we explained in the Introduction to this Teacher’s Guide, the three Extended Reading Units contain texts
which are longer and more substantial than the main reading texts of the other Units. Extended Reading 2 is
an authentic newspaper article about the problem of waste computers and other electrical equipment. The
article is taken from the London newspaper The Guardian. First of all, here is a list of the key words and
expressions in the article. 

This is clearly a more complex reading text than the others the students have encountered. You must decide if
you want to (a) examine the material in open class, (b) ask students to work on it in pairs or groups or (c) do
it for homework, using dictionaries and other aids to study. 

The underlined words are activated in the 2 PREVIEW section. The words in bold are activated in the
3 READING section. Here is some information about some of the other words. The word totter is used to
describe someone who looks through rubbish to find things they can sell – the photo which accompanies the
article on page 63 shows totters at work. A bulk dealer is someone who deals in large amounts of items. Note
also that the noun lead here refers to the soft grey metal which has caused serious pollution and health
problems. In this situation the word economic means good value.

Background information

Friends of the Earth (FoE) is an international network of environmental organisations in 70 different

countries. The national groups in each country are composed of local groups working in their own

areas. The various FoE groups consider environmental issues in their social, political and human rights

contexts. Their campaigns stretch beyond the traditional arena of the conservation movement and

address issues of sustainable development. 

1 The BIG read: DUMPED COMPUTERS SOLD ILLEGALLY by Paul Brown

Each of these Extended Reading Units starts with a
pre-reading text, something short and related to the
topic. In this case, it is a Cree proverb about how
we over-use and exploit natural resources. 

Background information

The Cree are the largest of the native tribes of

North America, and at one time lived in an area

from the Rocky Mountains in the west to the

Atlantic Ocean in the east, in both the United

States and Canada. Their numbers were

decimated when they encountered and fought

English and French settlers. They were skilled

buffalo hunters and horsemen and they cared a

lot about preserving their environment. The

proverb comes from the time when their world
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Key words / expressions

• according to    • alarmed • arise • bother with • bulk dealer   • cannibalised   

• civic amenity site   • computer monitor • developing countries/world   • discard

• dispose of   • economic   • environmental agency   • estimate (vb) • grey area   • guidance   

• handle (vb) • injustice   • lead • leaded glass   • legislation   • pose (a danger) • reclassify   

• saleable   • ship (vb)   • sift through   • spare parts • totter   • toxic waste materials   

• unpublished   • workers’ conditions   • working models



useful for the class if they are about to take an exam
where the reading texts are of this complexity.
2A The first activity deals with the quotation at the

beginning of the page. Students are asked to
discuss it.

2B 1 Students read the headline of the article and
work out from the context what dumped
computers means. The correct answer is (a).
2 A less dramatic way to say dumped would be
abandoned or used.

2C Students are asked to find the underlined words
in the text. They then answer questions about
the meaning of these words, contrasting them
with other possible meanings and uses of the
same words.

2D In this activity, we give the definitions of three
expressions from the text, and ask students to
talk about them. We ask what they know about
civic amenity sites and toxic waste, and
particularly about why lead is a pollution
problem.

Background information

lead pollution: In the past, lead (Pb) was

widely used in piping, including pipes that

carried domestic water supplies, and also for

paints for walls and art and glass-making. Until

recently, it was also added to car fuel because

it allowed better combustion, making engines

more fuel-efficient. However, lead released in

the air through car exhausts was absorbed into

the bloodstream when inhaled and caused

major damage. Although leaded fuel is no

longer sold in the developed world, some

estimates say that lead pollution has damaged

the intelligence of 10% of British children, and

17% in the USA. Today, lead pollution primarily

comes from lead smelters, metal processing

factories and incinerators. There are also

problems when items consisting of lead, such as

leaded glass, are dumped.

3 READING CD 2 (Red) track 15, Page 63

3A In this activity, students are asked to work out
the meaning of certain words and phrased from
the context. Start by telling them that it may be
impossible to work out the exact meaning of
some of them from the context. Here are the
words and expressions in context, and some
notes about what the context should tell the
students:

1 ‘…totters – people who sift through rubbish for
saleable objects...’
We can see that sift through must be a verb, and
it’s something that people do with rubbish to
find things to sell. From this, students should
be able to realise that it is the action we can see
in the photo on page 63.

2 ‘The agency is alarmed that half a million
televisions … are being … dumped …’
Alarmed is obviously an adjective, and the thing
that is alarming the agency is the size of the
problem. So, probably it means worried.

3 ‘The agency … is planning to publish guidance
to the industry soon.’
Guidance is obviously a noun; it has no article
before it and it ends in -ance, so it’s probably an
abstract noun; and it’s something you can
publish. These are good clues! 

4 ‘Action must be taken now to prevent this
environmental injustice continuing.’
This is an unusual use of injustice, and the
collocation has been used by the speaker for
effect. If students know the words just and
justice, they should work out that the speaker
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2 PREVIEW C Answers

1 pose means something different here. Pose a
danger means to present a danger.
2 No. Handle as a noun means the part of a door
that you use to open it. Handle as a verb indicates
that something passes through your hands or that
you have to deal with (eg handle a difficult
situation; handle stolen goods).
3 estimate vb / estImeIt; noun /estim t / The noun
ends in a /  /, which is a shorter sound.
4 No. Here arise means occur; problems arise …
this is a good collocation to remember!
5 No. In this case bother with means do something
about; a common usage: don’t bother with that;
don’t bother to do that – it’s not important.

e
e



thinks that this is wrong for the environment.
5 ‘many are cannibalised for spare parts.’

Another unusual use of a word. Cannibals of
course eat people, but cannibalise has come to
mean taking parts from something to use again. 

6 ‘working models ... intended to be sold on the
second-hand market.’
Items which are still functioning. They should
work if they are saleable second-hand.

7 ‘there is a grey area here about some of the
exports.’
The component words of this collocation are
both very simple. Hopefully, the notion of a
grey area – a situation where the law (or
anything else) is not clear – may be the same in
the students’ own language. 

8 ‘…if something has been discarded, even if it
can be used again …’
Again, discarded is a verb, used passively. And
we know that we are talking about things which
have been dumped, thrown away. 

3B Now, finally, a comprehension exercise, with the
slight difference that we ask students NOT to
quote from the text in their answers. (This is a
good homework exercise.)

4 TALK ABOUT IT

The discussion offers the class the chance to be
imaginative about how to recycle domestic items.
Think of the parts of machines that can be used –
not just the whole item. For example, electric
motors could be used to power other machines.
Think of some amusing and unlikely ways to
recycle. In remote parts of Australia, people put old
microwave ovens or even fridges at their front gate
to act as mail boxes!

5 PORTFOLIO WRITING

The first writing task is a summary of the article in
200 words, and the second is an article suggesting
how other product can be recycled. You could, if
you wish, ask students to do the first task in class
and the second as homework.
5A / B Below are writing models for these tasks.

Writing models
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3 READING B Answers

1 Computers can be recycled by taking them to
places organised by local authorities. In some
of these places, people look through the
machines for items that they can resell.

2 The work of the totters who try to resell
computers became illegal because they can no
longer export these items because of the danger
of toxic waste.

3 The text suggests that it must be half a million,
the same number as television sets.

4 If a computer is still working, it can be legally
sold. If it has been dumped, it is considered to
be toxic waste. But this is a grey area.

5 It is expensive to repair things in the UK, and
the implication is that people buy new things
rather than repair old ones.

Making a summary

Environmental agencies are worried about

the number of computers and other pieces

of electrical equipment which are being

discarded and then recycled in developing

countries. Part of the problem is that the

European Union law has changed, and

nowadays it is illegal to send discarded

computers to other countries because of

the risk of pollution. Friends of the Earth is

concerned because workers in developing

countries may work in conditions where

they are in more danger from handling

these goods.

The Industry Council for Electronic

Equipment Recycling (ICER) defends sending

machines to other countries on the grounds

that it is legal to sell machines if they are in

working order. But the legal position of this is

not clear.

Another problem is that totters — the

people who go through piles of discarded

computers for reusable items — often sell the

parts on to dealers that they know nothing

about. They have no idea where the parts will

end up.

Another consideration is that some of the



Writing an article

machines are in good condition, but have been

discarded because it’s cheaper to buy a new

machine, rather than repair old ones. If this is

the case, why not allow the machines to be

used in developing countries?

How goods can be recycled

In the developed world, there is a growing

problem of discarded items. From cars to

plastic bottles, too many things are being

thrown away. In some countries, there is a

serious attempt to recycle the paper,

cardboard, glass and plastic products which

make up the majority of waste that is

produced. 

However, it is in the area of cars, computer

and other electronic goods and ‘white

products’ — refrigerators, washing machines

etc — that there is a very big problem. Not

only are these items very big and heavy, they

also often cause pollution when they are

broken up. Washing machines, for example,

contain chemicals called CFCs which are

released if the machine is broken up and which

damage the ozone layer.

Clearly, the best thing for these goods is to

recycle them. With cars, the best thing is for

totters to take anything that can be re-used —

the tyres, seats and certain mechanical items.

After that, the car should be broken up into

metal, wood, glass, plastic and other items

and these items should be recycled too. Some

of the items are not so easy to recycle, but the

metal can be reused in other cars. And the rest

must be disposed of carefully. 
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