
A series of robberies at the houses of rich and famous people became known as the
Hello! Burglaries, because celebrities were robbed after appearing in Hello! Magazine.FACT:

What’s new?
Subject: Public figures and celebrity
Function: Expressing possibility and uncertainty
Grammar: may, might

Before you open the book …
Tell students that the title of this Unit is Fame and fortune. Elicit the fact that fame is the noun of famous and
explain that fortune means a large amount of money. Ask: Do you want fame and fortune? Elicit answers (eg I
want fortune but not fame).

Ask students to name their favourite celebrity. Teach the word celebrity if necessary. As you elicit celebrity
names, write them on the board. You’ll almost certainly find that the same names come up and it will be
interesting to see who the class’ favourite celebrity is.

If possible, bring in a copy of Hello! Magazine (or any similar publication featuring the lives of celebrities).
Hold up the magazine and / or pass it round. Ask if anyone reads it. If students do, ask them to explain why
(eg I enjoy reading about celebrities / I enjoy reading gossip about celebrities). If no one reads it, ask students what
they know about the magazine (eg It’s a celebrity gossip magazine).

The phrases, What is the price of fame / a
successful career / having children? etc mean,
What are the bad things you have to accept when
you have fame / a successful career / children? To
check students understand The BIG question,
elicit answers such as The price of fame is no
privacy.

Ask students what their reaction is to the
FACT. They may reply that it’s rather amusing! Ask
why they think the burglaries took place. Perhaps
criminals read Hello! in order to find wealthy people
to rob!

2 PREVIEW

Words

Picture notes / Background information
Nelson Mandela (1918- ): Black South
African statesman and president (1994-99).
Trained as a lawyer, for 20 years he
campaigned against the racist policies of the
South African government (Apartheid). In
1964 he was sentenced to life imprisonment

for political offences. Released from prison
in 1990, he is famous for presiding over a
peaceful change of regime from white
minority government to a multi-racial
society with equal rights.
Nicole Kidman (1967- ): Australian film
actress, who has become a top Hollywood
star. Her films include Dead Calm, To Die
For, Moulin Rouge and The Hours, for which
she won an Oscar. She was married to film
star Tom Cruise; they divorced in 2001.
Queen Elizabeth II (1926- ): Queen of
the United Kingdom, head of the
Commonwealth, and daughter of George VI.
Elizabeth was crowned Queen in June 1953.
Married to Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh, she has three sons, Charles,
Andrew and Edward, and a daughter, Anne.
Albert Einstein (1879-1955): Mathematical
physicist, born in Germany, he took Swiss
nationality in 1901. Einstein developed the
theory of relativity, which caused physicists
to rethink the laws of physics. He became a

Fame and fortune Teacher’s Guide See Pages 16-19 SB, 8-9 WBUnit 3Unit 3
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Language

Point out that we use may / might to express
possibility, either in the present or the future. I may
see him = Perhaps I will see him. Elicit the fact that
we use may and might interchangeably. To present
or revise, elicit from students what their possible
plans are for the weekend (eg I may go away for the
weekend. I’m not sure).

Teacher’s GuideQSE Intermediate

Unit 3

2 PREVIEW Language Answers
A / B / C / D / E

A a)
B The last three sentences
C The first sentence
D Example answers:

I may go to the cinema tomorrow. I may stay in
tomorrow evening.

E I might go to California for a holiday. I might
leave my job.

See Pages 16-19 SB, 8-9 WB

Unit 3

US citizen in 1940. After the war, he urged
international control of atomic weapons.
Tiger Woods (1976-): Real name Eldrick
Woods, in 1997 he won the US Masters (the
top US golfing championship) at the age of
21, the first Afro-American to do so as well
as the youngest. Since then he has
consistently remained at the top of his
profession.
Bill Gates (1955- ): American computer
engineer and entrepreneur. At the age of 22
he co-founded Microsoft, a company that
produces basic operating systems for
computers. By the 1990s Microsoft had
become the world’s leading computer
company, and by the late 1990s, Bill Gates
had become the wealthiest man in America.
Gates and his wife Melinda give enormous
sums of money to charity, particularly in the
area of world health, and have set up their
own charitable institutions.
To find Hello! Magazine online, go to:
www.hellomagazine.com

A First, ask students to match names with
pictures. They may not be able to name all the
people in the pictures. Then ask students to say
why each person is famous. Fill in the gaps in
students’ knowledge.

B The words in italics are key words connected
with fame. Questions 1 and 4 focus on the fact
that more and more, people are becoming
celebrities who have no real talent – for
example, perhaps they have been on a TV
reality programme. What is strange is that
people seem to become celebrities so easily. You
may want to quote American Pop Art artist
Andy Warhol (1927-87), who said, ‘Everyone
will be famous for 15 minutes.’

Someone might point out that the media has a
habit of ‘building up’ celebrities (writing a lot
about them and saying how wonderful they
are), and then ‘knocking them down’ (taking
advantage of their vulnerable aspects). For
example they might expose their love life and
be very cruel about them.

2 PREVIEW Words A / B Answers

A Page 16, left to right:

Nelson Mandela, Nicole Kidman, Queen Elizabeth
II of Great Britain

Page 17, top down:

Albert Einstein, Tiger Woods, Bill Gates
B 1 A celebrity is a famous entertainer or sports
personality. Traditionally, people become famous
because of a talent that they have. But recently,
people have become famous for appearing in
reality TV programmes or for modelling in
newspapers and magazines.
2 The media are radio, television, newspapers, the
internet and magazines, considered as a group. The
media are very interested in celebrities because
celebrities ‘sell’ newspapers etc. Paparazzi (media
photographers) pursue celebrities so that it can be
difficult for them to find privacy.
3 A stalker is someone who follows and watches
someone in a way that can be dangerous and
obsessive. People probably become stalkers because
they are lonely.
4 If you are talented, you have a natural ability to
do something well. More and more these days, it
seems that famous people are not necessarily
talented.
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Ideas

Check students understand the words autograph
and privacy. There is a lot to discuss in these
questions, and you need to decide how much time
you want to devote to discussion. You could
usefully use the discussion to teach new vocabulary
connected with fame.

Question C is explored in detail in the reading
text on page 17, so you may not want to spend too
long on it here. However, you could teach the
phrase An advantage / disadvantage of fame is that…
Students should also find question D very
interesting. If they haven’t met anyone famous,
perhaps their parents or family friends have –
almost certainly one or two students will have an
interesting story to tell. If they have, then the class
can write the story up for homework.

3 READING CD 2 (Red) track 3, Page 17 SB

Unit 3Unit 3
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This passage takes a light-hearted look at the
advantages and disadvantages of fame.

3A This activity helps students to practise their
ability to scan a passage for the main ideas. Tell
them not to try and understand every word. In
particular, tell students to ignore the headings
at the start of each paragraph – explain that
they are not necessary to understand the
paragraph.

3B Explain that the definitions give very simple
explanations of the headings in bold. This
activity encourages students to guess the
meaning of unfamiliar phrases by looking at the
context. Guessing the meaning of unfamiliar
words and phrases is a useful reading skill that
needs practice.

Here are some more notes on the phrases, some of
which are very idiomatic:

2 PREVIEW Ideas A / B / C Answers
A The first and third sentences
B Example answers: The advantage of

fame is that if you like attention, you get a
lot of it. A big disadvantage of fame can be
that you have no privacy.

C Example answers: Perhaps because they
seem in some way special, and most of us
want to be special.

Extension activity
Ask students to go online and print out an
article from Hello! Magazine – give them the
magazine website (above). Students then bring
the article to class, describe it and give their
opinion of it. Alternatively, print out an article
yourself and use it as a basis for
comprehension activities and discussion.

Key words / expressions
• the high life • in the long run
• to admire • to pretend
• attention • power • influence
• Bono (U2) • achievement
• public • worthwhile
• the Nobel Prize • disguise
• the Rolling Stones

• trash cans (AmE) • to beware
• the high life = a life lived in a very
expensive and exciting way

• in the long run = in the end
• speed dial = a way of dialling fast /
automatically on a phone

• backyard = a garden behind a house
(AmE)

• to lose interest = not to be interested
any more
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Background information
Bono is the lead singer of the famous Irish rock
group, U2. Bono uses his celebrity to try and
diminish world poverty, and is in constant talks
with leading politicians.
Nobel Prizes: important Swedish prizes
awarded each year to those who have
contributed most in the fields of physics,
chemistry, physiology, medicine, literature and
peace. The prizes were founded by Alfred
Nobel, Swedish scientist and businessman who
invented dynamite explosive in 1866.
The Rolling Stones are an English rock and roll
group that became world-famous in the 1960s
and have remained one of the world’s biggest
rock bands. The band’s lead singer is Mick
Jagger.
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(a) all the trappings = all the possessions that
show someone is rich, powerful or important

(b) if it doesn’t work out = if it doesn’t end well
or successfully

(c) in the limelight = in a situation in which
you are getting a lot of public attention

(d) power and influence = when someone has
the ability to change things

(e) public recognition = when people in
general know who you are and admire you

(f) adopt a disguise = if you adopt a disguise,
you wear things that change your appearance.

(g) beware of stalkers = be careful of people
who may watch and follow you

(h) keeping up appearances = to make things
appear as they have always been, even if the
situation has changed for the worse

3C / D These activities focus on more detailed
comprehension.

4 TALK ABOUT IT

Language Bank 6 gives ways of expressing
possibility and uncertainty. Elicit sentences from
students that begin with: It’s possible that …/ You
can’t be certain that … Encourage students to focus
on the questions that they find most interesting.

To give more practice with may / might, ask:
Which celebrities do you think will still be famous in
ten years’ time? Possible answers: I think (Brad Pitt)
will still be famous. But Orlando Bloom, for example,
may not be famous in ten years’ time. People may
forget him.

4B Other advantages of fame: You get the best
table in a restaurant, the best seats in the
theatre, it’s good for your self-esteem and
successful people have better health than other
people. Other disadvantages: You may feel that
you’re not as good as people say you are. You
may be afraid that your next book / film will
not be as good as your last one.

4C / D Encourage students to give reasons for their
opinions.

4E Check students understand that if the price of
fame is too high, then there are too many
disadvantages, so that you may not want to be
famous.

Extension activities
Most students will know the story of Diana,
wife of Prince Charles (heir to the British
throne), and her tragic death in 1997 as a
result of a chase by paparazzi (celebrity
photographers) through Paris. Ask students to
research this story online and write an article
reporting it as if it had just happened.

This could then lead to a discussion on the
paparazzi and their relationship with
celebrities. Celebrities love them because they
give them publicity and hate them because
they destroy their privacy.

For a fun talking exercise write the names
of famous celebrities on pieces of sticky paper
and stick them to the foreheads of your
students so that they cannot see the name that
is written there. Then tell students to walk
around the room asking each other questions in
order to guess what celebrities they are.
Questions might include: Am I a singer? Am I
an actor in Hollywood movies? Am I very
handsome / pretty?

3 READING A / B / C / D Answers
A plus factors / advantages: (a) (c) (d) (e)

minus factors / disadvantages: (b) (f ) (g) (h)
B 1 (f ) 2 (h) 3 (a) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 (g) 7 (e)

8 (b)
C 1 Bill Gates house near Seattle has 24

bathrooms.
2 When you’re famous, people ask for your

autograph.
3 Bono has Nelson Mandela’s phone number

and Mandela has his. This means Bono has
power and influence.

4 Albert Einstein won the Nobel Prize for science.
5 In order to get away from photographers, in the

1970s the Rolling Stones got into a television
studio by hiding in trash cans (rubbish bins).

6 Nicole Kidman married Tom Cruise. Ten years
later they divorced.

D 1He or she might hide near your vacation
home.

2 They might climb over your five-metre garden
wall and into your bedroom.

3 You should accept that you may not be a
celebrity ten years from now. Just enjoy your
fame while you have it.
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the charts? Have they ever been on tour? Have you
been to any of their gigs? Then elicit the name of
another favourite band and put students into
pairs to ask and answer similar questions.

6 CONTROVERSY See Role cards, Page 58 WB

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. Begin by eliciting / teaching the
phrase PR manager. Ask students to say what kind
of thing a PR manager does for a pop star
(arrange interviews with the media, give
information to the media about the pop star, and
create publicity). Allow students to choose
whether to be the pop star or the PR manager.
Suggest that the students playing the pop star
should behave like a typical pop star, ie
demanding and selfish!

Internet reference
For articles on the tragic death of Diana,
Princess of Wales, go to these websites:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stori
es/august/31/newsid_2510000/2510615.stm
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/1998/08/diana/
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/9708/30/diana.de
ad/
www.lospettro.it/ pagina751.htm

5 LISTEN IN CD 1 (Blue) track 3, Page 18 SB

The Audio text is in the Workbook (page 65).
The listening passage is a radio interview with two
members of a pop group called Dark Star. Sharon,
the singer / songwriter, is clearly very competent,
but the drummer Dave seems to have no idea
about what is going on.

5D The bulleted sentences are examples of things
students might say about their favourite band.
You may want to expand on this activity and
take the opportunity to teach / revise
vocabulary connected with pop music. If this is
the case then ask a student who his / her
favourite band is. Write the name of the band
on the board – teach the word band (pop
group) if necessary. Ask students to tell you as
much as they can about the band, who the lead
singer / lead guitarist / drummer is etc. Teach
these words if necessary. Ask questions, like
What was their first / latest album / single? When
did it come out? What’s the highest they’ve been in

Key words / expressions
• to release (an album) • to publicise
• publicity • manager • chat show
• PR (public relations) = the job of giving
people information about something and
making it popular.

• (to need) a break = a period of time when
you are not working and can rest and enjoy
yourself.

5 LISTEN IN A / B / C Answers
A 1 (c) drummer 2 (h) appear on TV 3 (a)

album 4 (f ) come out 5 (d) gig 6 (g) in the
charts 7 (b) single 8 (e) on tour

B 1 Because he doesn’t seem to know much about
the band or about Sharon.

2 He doesn’t know that she wants to be an
actress, and that she’s been asked to appear in
The People Next Door.

C 1 False. The band’s first single went into the
charts at number 26.

2 False. They’re writing material for a new album.
3 False. They may go to Scandinavia and

Germany.
4 False. It may come out in the autumn.
5 False. She has been asked to appear in The

People Next Door.

Key words / expressions
• newcomer • studio • drummer • fan
• album • serious • pub
• in the charts = the charts are the official list
of the most popular songs, produced each
week.

• single = a musical record with only one song
or piece of music on each side.

• gig = a public performance of pop music or
jazz.

• (on) tour = a journey in which a person or
group visits several different places in order
to perform.

• to come out = to become available to buy or
see, eg The album is coming out in February.

Unit 3Unit 3
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Optional activity
When students have performed the role play,
choose one or two of the most confident pairs
and ask them if they would be willing to be
recorded performing their role play for the
class. If they are willing, go ahead and record
them. Explain that you will use the recording as
a basis for a future language session.
When preparing the session, transcribe the
recording, and make photocopies for the class.
During the session, hand out the photocopies,
and put students into pairs to correct and
improve on the dialogue. Elicit corrections and
suggested improvements and write the
improved dialogue on the board. Finally,
students can perform the role play again, acting
different roles.

7 PORTFOLIO WRITING

When students have written their questions, elicit
them and write them on the board, with
corrections. After they have written their answers,
ask certain students to read them out. Some
answers could be the basis for an interesting
discussion. For homework, students could write
one or two paragraphs in answer to the most
interesting questions.

For a variation on this, put students into groups
of four and get each student in the group to choose
one of four categories: music, film, politics and
fashion. Every student must choose a different
category. Students then think of a famous person
from that category and tell the rest of the group. If
a student’s category is music, for example, she
might choose Madonna as a celebrity. If a student’s
category is politics, he might choose Nelson
Mandela.

Now ask students to split into pairs and write
questions together for the two celebrities that the
other pair chose. Each student must then take it in
turns to imagine they are their chosen celebrity,
while answering questions from the other pair as if
they were in an interview. Ask students to write
down answers as if it were a real interview. If a pair
has chosen Madonna, the questions and answers
should be very different to questions asked of, for
example, Nelson Mandela.

Writing model

8 MEDIA STUDIES in English Page 19 SB

Picture notes / Background information
Media studies: A communication social science
which studies the nature and effects of mass
media upon individuals and society. Media
Studies uses techniques from cultural studies,
psychology, art theory, sociology, information
theory and economics.
Democratic Party: one of the two main political
parties in the US. The other party is the
Republican Party.
George W Bush (1946- ): Known as George Bush
Junior, he is a member of the Republican Party
and the 43rd US president (2001-2008). He is
the son of George Bush Senior, the 41st US
president. His election as president in 2000 was
marked by five weeks of complex legal

Example questions
• Why do so many people want to be famous?
• Can fame be a burden?
• Do you think fame makes people happy?
• What is the price of fame?
• Do you think it is true that the media likes

to destroy famous people? If so, why?
• Why are people so fascinated by

celebrities?
• Are you interested in reading about

celebrities? Say why / why not. Be honest!

Key words / expressions
• editor • image • select
• Democratic Party • candidate
• military • technique
• camera angle • location
• to influence
• particular = a particular thing or person is
the one you are talking about and not any
other

• point of view = one way of thinking about a
situation

• to manage the news = to select the
information that is given out so that a
particular point of view is presented

• message = the main idea that is contained in
something such as a speech or advertisement

Unit 3Unit 3
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argument over the voting procedures. He was
eventually judged to have won the election over
Al Gore, the Democratic Party candidate, by a
US Supreme Court decision in his favour.
John Kerry: US politician who opposed George
W Bush in the 2004 presidential elections as the
Democratic candidate. He narrowly lost the
election.
Both these photographs were taken during the
2004 presidential election campaign, as both
candidates attempted to show that they were
fit to be President, and hold his title of
Commander-in-Chief.
2003 war in Iraq: a coalition headed by the US
and Great Britain invaded Iraq (without United
Nations support) with the intention of removing
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein from power and
finding and removing the weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) believed to be possessed by
Iraq. Saddam was removed and eventually
captured. No WMD were found. The coalition
troops have remained in occupation in Iraq due
to widespread unrest and violence in which
many civilians and soldiers have died.
Begin by asking if any students are doing Media
Studies. Elicit from students what is studied in
Media Studies (see Background information
above.) You may want to use the photos to briefly
ask students’ opinion of George Bush (students may
be vociferous in their opinions!), and what they
know about John Kerry (see Background
information above).

8A This activity focuses on the photos in
preparation for the text. Briefly ask students
what they know about the US occupation of
Iraq. (See Background information above).
Elicit answers to the questions and teach any
new vocabulary that arises.

8B Students should have fun writing the captions.
Write the best ones on the board.

8C It is good practice for students to use their
dictionaries to look up words from time to
time in class. If dictionaries are not available,
teach the phrases instead.

Optional extension activity
In preparation for a future session, ask students
to choose a current news story they are
interested in. Pick two newspapers that
demonstrate different attitudes to the same
story. You can find British newspapers online —
The Daily Mail, The Guardian and The Daily
Telegraph all have very different points of view.
Make copies of two articles that express

8 MEDIA STUDIES in English Answers
A / B / C / D
A The photographers are trying to present both

Bush and Kerry as strong military leaders. This
is done by showing them performing a military-
style salute. 

B Example answers
Photo of George W Bush
Positive caption: Yessir, I will lead our country to
victory!
Negative caption: Why am I pretending to be a
soldier when I’ve never been one?
Photo of John Kerry
Positive caption: I have medals, I’m a war hero!
Negative caption: I’m saluting like a soldier but
inside I’m not so sure!
C manage the news = select the information

that is given out so that a particular point of
view is presented
point of view = one way of thinking about a
situation

Public Relations (PR) manager = someone
whose job it is to give people information about
something and make it popular
camera angle = the position from which the
camera shoots
influence the message = to change the main
idea contained in an advertisement or speech, for
example. 
D 1The media manage the news by presenting a
particular point of view.
2During the 2003 war in Iraq, American TV
news did not show pictures of dead American
soldiers, even though hundreds of soldiers were
killed. Photographers use techniques such as
choosing the camera angle and location.

Unit 3Unit 3
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different points of view on the same story and
appear to ‘manage the news’ very differently.
Do comprehension activities based on the
articles and then go on to ask how the articles
differ in their attitudes and how the news is
‘managed’.

Alternatively, having chosen an interesting
news story, ask students to bring in an article
(in their native language) about the story. Put
students into pairs to talk about their articles
and compare the different points of view. 

9 INTERACTIVE TASK

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. Go through Language Bank 7.
Briefly revise Language Bank 3 and elicit the fact
that the phrases in Language Bank 7 are longer
and more sophisticated. Explain that How can I put
it? / What’s the best way of putting it? both mean
How can I explain it? / What’s the best way of
explaining it?

Write the title of the topic on the board – How
the media works. To teach the meaning of to work in
this context, point to a machine or a gadget like a
mobile phone or a computer, and ask: How does
this work? You could also point to your mobile
phone and say: It’s no good, it’s broken – it doesn’t
work.

If you feel that students need help in preparing
their talk, hold a discussion on the topic first.  In
this case, elicit points from the class and write notes
on the board. Ask: Do you think the media manages
the news? If so, how do they do this? Why do you have
that opinion? Elicit answers from students. They
will probably talk about newspapers they read in
their own country and how they notice the lack of
objectivity.

Students may go on to explain that the point of
view of a newspaper depends on the politics of its
owner and which political party he / she supports. If
possible, elicit specific examples of bias in various
newspapers or TV channels. Teach new vocabulary
where necessary. If the students simply want to repeat
the content of the text Making News rather than
come up with their own ideas, tell them that is fine.

When explaining the Interactive Task, make
sure students understand that Pair B are acting as

interviewers, and that they should really feel that
they are controlling the situation. Once students
have performed the role play, they should then
swap roles. However, you may want to do this in a
following session as revision.

10 Your answer:
Check students understand the phrase public figure
(well-known person). Something that may come
out of this final discussion (if it hasn’t emerged
before) is the fact that the less responsible
newspapers and magazine sometimes (often?) print
stories about celebrities that simply aren’t true. This
is an extreme example of ‘managing the news’!

Workbook answers Pages 8-9 WB

1 Language: may, might
1A 1 In ten years’ time, people may not

remember her.
2 You may meet someone famous at the party.
3 I might go to the concert tomorrow.
4 Michael Jackson might sell his home.
5 Madonna’s next book may be a big success.
6 He may not ever be famous.
7 We might go to New York or L.A. 

1B 1 Might this photo not be genuine?
2 Do you think he might not be telling the
truth?
3 Might this house belong to someone
famous?
4 Might he get a job in TV?
5 Do you think it might only be a rumour?

1C Example answers
1 I might start work immediately after
university, or I might travel for a year.
2 I may not go for a swim this evening,
instead, I might see my friend Maria. 

2 Use of English

2A 1  Almost no one recognised him.
2 It is more likely that people will listen to
the opinions of famous people.
3 He has been famous for five years.
4 What are the requirements of fame?
5 If you are famous, you can become very
rich.

Unit 3Unit 3
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2B 1 won    2made    3 famous    4 of    5 Sadly
6more    7 fears    8 problems    9 In
10 fame

3 Portfolio writing

Students’ own answers

4 Connections

4A 1  celebration (n) celebratory (adj) 
2 influence (n)   influence (v)
3 publicise (v)
4 talented (adj)
5 famous (adj)
6 privacy (n)
7 reality (n)
8 fortunate (adj)

4B 2 (j)    3 (i)     4 (h)   5 (a)    6 (b)    7 (e)
8 (g)   9 (c)   10 (f )

4C 1 in the public eye    2 fortune   3 fans
4 in disguise   5 keeps herself to herself
6 autograph

Unit 3Unit 3
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