
Apart from humans, the ten most intelligent animals are: chimpanzees, gorillas, orang-
utans, baboons, gibbons, monkeys, whales, dolphins, elephants, pigs.

1 The BIG question: DO ANIMALS HAVE FEELINGS?

FACT:

What’s new?

Subject: Environmental concerns

Function: Expressing feelings and emotions

Grammar: Relative clauses

      Before you open the book … 

Ask students to make a list of five animals that they would expect were in the top ten for intelligence. You can,
if you wish, allow students to say what they know about these animals, and if they have ever seen them, in
zoos or in the wild.

It is likely that initial answers to The BIG question
will vary according to where the students are from.
People who live in the city tend to anthropomorphise
animals (think of them as having similar feelings to
humans) a lot more than people who live in the
country. In other words, city people give animals
some ‘human’ characteristics and emotions. And, of
course, they give affectionate names to their pets!
People in the country, especially if their livelihood
has something to do with the raising and killing of
animals for food or sport, may have different ideas.
However, everyone should be in the same position
when it comes to the facts about the intelligence of
animals. 

Picture notes

There are seven photos on the opening spread;

they are of the following creatures:

On the left-hand page: a group of

chimpanzees, a dolphin, a flock of sheep, a tree

frog. If you wish to discuss the idea of ascribing

human emotions to animals, you could ask

students what they think each of the animals in

these four pictures is thinking!

On the right-hand page: whales, elephants and

a very distressing photo of some dolphins being

killed by hunters. Many of these creatures are

mentioned in the FACT box. 

2 PREVIEW

Words

The lexical set for this Unit is words which express
emotions, like joy and grief. There are grammatical
factors involved with abstract nouns like these,
particularly for students who speak Latin languages
– we only use the definite article with them in
certain restricted uses: joy is a wonderful thing; I
can’t express the joy I felt when I saw her again. 

Note that abstract nouns which are preceded by
the definite article are usually followed by some kind
of relative clause, often a contact clause involving a
person – the joy I felt, the disappointment they suffered,
the anger he displayed etc.

Animal passions Teacher’s Guide See pages 20-23 SB, 10-11 WBUnit 4Unit 4

2 PREVIEW Words A / B / C Answers

A The animals which are in both the FACT box
and the photos are: chimpanzee and dolphin
(on this page); dolphins and whales on the 
next page.

B Students give their own answers about
unintelligent animals.

C Example answers

Opposites: joy – sorrow / grief – joy; love –
hatred; pleasure – pain; fear – courage 

D This activity personalises the new language for
the students. They may prefer to talk about
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Language

The target structure is relative clauses with which,
who and that. As usual, the examples are taken
from the reading text on the next page. The relative
pronouns in each sentence are highlighted and the
first activity requires the students to turn them into
two sentences again. When they read the two
sentences, it becomes clear why the idea is better
expressed in its combined form! Relative clauses
may be a nuisance to learn, but they help to make a
student’s speaking and writing more sophisticated.

The difference in the use of who and that when
referring to people, and which and that when
referring to things is partly a matter of personal
style, although some people say that that is more
informal in both cases. This is true for defining
clauses. For non-defining clauses, which this phrase
is an example of, you have to use who for people
and which for things, of course.

The Language section on this page is an
inductive activity. In other words, the activity is
designed to help students discover the rules of
usage for themselves, or hopefully to remind
themselves of the rules they already know. For
students at this level, relative clauses like this
should be revision. But, as all teachers know, there
are some structures which you simply can’t revise
too much! If you want students to do more
structure practice work before they proceed, at this
point, they can do the structure exercises in the
Workbook section.

Ideas

There are three sentence-extracts from the reading
text on page 21, each one describing actions by
animals that suggest very ‘human’ emotions.
Students read about the emotional responses of
whales, female sea lions and elephants, and then
there are three questions to guide their discussion,
and activate the words such as love, fear and grief
which were presented in the earlier Words section.

3 READING CD 2 (Red) track 4, Page 21 SB

The three texts are about the behaviour of certain
animals and the similarity to human behaviour.
Activity A: As per Cambridge ESOL 2008+ exam,
sentences have been removed from the text (A, C, D)
and placed in a jumbled order (plus an additional,
unused sentence, B).  Students have to show that they
understand specific information in each text by
choosing which sentence fits where. Actvities B / C /

D work on the individual texts. Try dividing the class
into groups of three; each member of each group
reads one text and then describes it to the others.

2 PREVIEW Language A / B / C / D / E

Suggested answers 

A The sentences, written as two sentences, are as
follows:
She found a young chimpanzee. It had starved to
death after its mother died.
There are so many kinds of food. We can eat them.
He’s an environmentalist. He regularly observes
whales.

The scientists had studied chimpanzees for many
years. I interviewed them.

B In these sentences that refers to things
(chimpanzee) and people (the scientists; which
refers to things (food) and who refers to
people.

C In every sentence except the last one (about the
scientists), the words in bold are the subject of
the verbs which follow.

D In the last sentence (about the scientists), the
word in bold is the object of the sentence.

E You can omit that in this phrase and say
simply: the scientists I interviewed; this is called
a contact clause.

great joy, grief and fear in small groups, or they
may not want to talk about it at all, especially
grief. Don’t push any students who don’t want
to talk about sad times in their lives.

Key words / expressions

• biologist   • dolphin   • embrace

• flipper  •  inlet  • amorous  • right whale   

• mating strategy   • (sea lion) pup

• to purr   • revive   • killer whales 

• sea lions   • to stroke   • to surface   

• to trap   • (elephant’s) trunk  

• to wag (your tail)

Unit 4Unit 4
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58



Internet references

Right whales are one of many different kinds of

whales. For more information about all the

different kinds of whales, go to these sites:

42explore.com/whale.htm

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/

whales/

You can find out more about the work of Izumi

Ishii and his campaign to stop the killing of

dolphins on his personal website:

http://www.gjallarhorn.com/dolphin/

Other websites about the Taiji dolphins:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/this_

world/3956355.stm

http://www.seashepherd.org/taiji/taiji.html

This website is in Japanese but it has some

interesting pictures:

http://homepage2.nifty.com/KOHKAIMARU/

4 TALK ABOUT IT

The content of the three reading texts offers very
different evidence that animals feel emotions. From
the calmness of the right whales to the slaughter of
the dolphins, there is a lot of information, some of
which is quite depressing. However, the texts
provide the class with material they can refer to in
this discussion phase. As usual, there is a
Language Bank reference, where students will
find useful language for expressing their own
feelings after reading the information about the
animals.

5 LISTEN IN CD 1 (Blue) track 4, Page 22 SB

Picture notes / Background information

The pictures on this page deal with the things

that humans do to animals. On the left-hand

page is a dog which is being used to test for

skin diseases in a laboratory; on the right-hand

page are some gorillas in Uganda. The gorillas

are endangered because they are hunted for

meat and souvenirs and because their habitat is

disappearing. For more information on the bush

meat trade, see photographs on the website of

campaigner Karl Amman, whose work is

mentioned in the Internet references box in

section 8 ECOLOGY In English below. Activity

9B invites students to discuss the priorities of

hunting primates that are so like humans.

The Audio text is in the Workbook (page 65).
The listening text is a radio debate about the rights
and wrongs of vivisection. Apart from the
interviewer, the two people taking part in the
debate are Tony Cavell, an animal rights activist,
and Carla Robinson, a medical scientist who uses
animals in her research.

As we said in the Introduction, in this book, we
aim to give students as much help as possible with
the listening texts. We would rather have a lot of
pre-listening activities than slow the exchanges on
the tape down so much that they no longer sound
like real English.

Before the class listens to the debate, make sure
that everyone understands clearly what vivisection
means. Vivisection is the process of operating on
living animals for scientific research. In case animal
rights and animal rights activists are rare or unheard
of in the students’ countries, you may want to
bring some information about animal pressure
groups. There is plenty of information on the
internet about these groups, in the UK, the US and
worldwide.

3 READING A / B / C / D Answers

A The missing sentences are (1) D (Are they in
love?) (2) A (The hunt is an important part 
of local culture, which dates back 400 years.) 
(3) C (She says that he died of grief.) B is the
sentence not used.

B 1 the female 2 yes 3 scientists disagree
about this

C 1 F 2 T 3 T
D 1 grief 2 starve 3 trunk

Key words / expressions

• Alzheimer’s disease   

• animal rights (activist)   • ape   • come on!

• cosmetics   • cruel   • drug company   

• embarrassment   • endangered species   

• experiment (verb and noun)   • extinction

• mammal   • medical scientist   • mosquito

• non-essential   • primate • properly   

• research   • resemble   

• sophisticated behaviour   • vivisection

Unit 4Unit 4

QSE Intermediate See pages 20-23 SB, 10-11 WB Teacher’s Guide
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humans and in animals. And ask them if they
know of any campaigns to save certain
creatures from extinction.

5C This prediction activity allows the students to
read the main arguments that they will hear
before they listen. It seems likely that Tony
Cavell, the animal rights activist, will have
opinions 1 and 4, and that Dr Carla
Robinson, the medical research scientist, will
have opinions 2 and 3.

5D When students listen to the tape, they will
hear the opinions expressed in activity C, and
they will hear the opposite view expressed as
well. For example, when Tony Cavell says
‘Animals have many of the same feelings (or
emotions) that we do’, Carla Robinson replies
by saying that only mammals have these
emotions, and uses the classic line: Mosquitoes
don’t feel pleasure or grief and they certainly don’t
feel embarrassment. Students are not expected
to remember the opposite view word for word,
and they should try to express what they heard
in their own words.

5E Students now have to recall the arguments that
they heard for and against three specific things.

6 CONTROVERSY See Role cards, Page 59 WB

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. As usual, the instructions direct
students to the section of the book where the role
cards are located. In this case, the role cards are for
two characters that mirror the roles and attitudes of
the two people we heard in the discussion on the
tape. If possible, give the students a photocopy of
just their role, so they can concentrate on what they
have to say, and not be distracted by the other
student’s role.

As we mentioned in the Introduction to this

Background information / Internet reference

For information about a US organisation called

PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of

Animals), go to www.peta.org. For a more

general overview of the animal rights movement

worldwide, go to www.animal-rights.com. In

fact, there are more than six million websites

that concern themselves with animal rights.

For the other side of the argument visit this

website: www.pro-test.org.uk

It is interesting to note that this group in

favour of animal testing grew out of concern

about the tactics of the animal welfare groups

campaigning against and delaying the building

of a new animal testing laboratory at Oxford

University. Most protests against this new lab

have been peaceful. However, elsewhere people

have been subjected to intimidation and even

threats of violence by animal rights

campaigners, especially those campaigning

against certain companies that carry out

laboratory tests on animals. There is no support

for animal testing for cosmetic purposes

(banned in the UK since 1998), but the Pro-Test

group does represent many people who feel

that without tests on animals, medicines cannot

be developed to benefit humans who suffer

from terrible diseases. 

This is a highly emotive subject and, not
surprisingly, the two participants in the discussion
have deeply contrasting views. It is also clear from
the moment that they start speaking that the two
guests on the programme are not going to agree or
find any common ground.
5A This is a pre-listening task where students can

make their views clear before they hear the
views of the experts. There will be more
opportunities to discuss this issue later, but it
is helpful to have a discussion at this point, to
make sure that everyone knows what the
subject-matter really deals with.

5B The second pre-listening task requires students
to make sure they understand some of the key
words and expressions from the text. Ask the
students to read the list and check that they
know the meanings. Ask them to give
examples of sophisticated behaviour – in

5 LISTEN IN E Answers

E 1 For – animals feel pain like we do. Against –
human lives are more important.

2 For – they are our closest relations. Against –
nothing is said against the rights of primates.

3 For – they save endangered species. Against –
they resemble prisons.

Unit 4Unit 4
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book, some students may not be happy with certain
roles. Decide whether you should accept their
concerns, or suggest to them that it will help their
fluency if they try to act the part out.

7 PORTFOLIO WRITING

The writing task is a formal letter, the first one in
the book, so a writing model is given below. The
positioning of the addressee’s address, the date and
the sender’s address are standard usage. If the writer
is using headed notepaper, the positions are the
same for the addressee’s address and the date.

A useful guideline for students writing a formal
letter is that they should avoid contractions (I’m,
he’s etc) and try to use formal expressions (In my
opinion is more formal than I think). As with all
letter-writing (especially for exam purposes) the key
is NOT to repeat any of the useful phrases and
expressions that we give you.  If you are going to
use In my opinion, only use it once! If you are
required to write a formal letter of 120-180 words,
this does not include the address and your name at
the end.

Writing model

35 Queen’s Road

York YK1 8BH

The Guardian

119 Farringdon Road 

London EC1R 3ER

25th September 200X

Dear Editor,

I am writing in connection with the

article that appeared in your

newspaper last week about building

more zoos in this country. I

believe that zoos are not a good

thing, and the animals which have

to live in them are not kept in

suitable conditions.

In my opinion, the argument that

zoos are important for helping

endangered species is not a good

one. Why are the species

endangered? I think the reason is

almost always because of what

humans have done to their

environment and habitat.

I agree with your correspondent

who says that zoos in some

countries are improving, but I

don’t think this is true in every

country in the world. And I

certainly don’t agree with the idea

of capturing animals in the wild

and bringing them to zoos in

countries where they do not

normally live. 

I hope that the government will

not continue with its idea of

building more and bigger zoos.

Yours faithfully,

Tom Donovan

8 ECOLOGY in English Page 23 SB

Internet references

For more information on the anti-bush meat

campaign, see the website of Karl Ammann, the

Swiss photographer and conservation activist.

Karl Ammann has devoted his life to trying to

protect endangered species from being killed

for meat. For more information on the

Bushmeat Campaign, go to this website:

http://www.bushmeat-campaign.net/engsite/

For more information about the Ruwenzori

mountains of East Africa go to this website: 

http://www.worldwildlife.org/wildworld/profile

s/terrestrial/at/at1013_full.html

The text in this cross-cultural activity is a standard
reading text. The subject matter is deforestation
and destruction of habitat. Most of the words in
this key word box are activated in activity A.
8A To help students with problem words, the pre-

reading task is a gap exercise which highlights
the new vocabulary.

8B Students read the text again and then, in their
own words, talk about the effect that a

Key words / expressions

• competition   • deforestation   • DNA   

• ecosystem   • habitat   • rainforest   

• resources   • survival   • to threaten

Unit 4Unit 4
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number of people and organisations have on
gorillas.

8 ECOLOGY in English A / B Answers 
A 1  ecosystem 2  threatened

3  competition 4  resources
5 survival 6  habitat
7 deforestation 8 DNA

B Suggested answers

1 farmers – threaten survival by cutting down
trees

2 timber companies – threaten survival by
cutting down trees

3 hunters – threaten survival by killing the gorilla
for meat

4 tourists – help survival by providing funds;
threaten survival by introducing diseases

5 national parks – help survival by protecting
gorillas

6 diseases – threaten the gorillas with extinction

9 CONVERSATION

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction.

9A There are three discussion starters and a
reference to Language Bank 9 (LB9), where
students will find words and expressions they
can use for agreeing and disagreeing. This is
the first reference to LB9, but students will be
able to refer to it many more times in this
book, when there are activities where they
need to give their opinion.

9B This activity gives students a chance to react to
the idea of hunting gorillas for meat. Having
started the Unit by thinking about animals
having ‘human’ emotions and behaviour, they
can use Language Bank 9 to say how they
feel now about eating primates which share
98% of human DNA.

10 Your answer:

Finally, the question that started the Unit. Now you
can find out what the students have learnt from the
reading, listening and cross-curricular material and

also the discussions and role-plays that they have
generated. The BIG question is here sub-divided
into three different aspects, and suggested responses
are given to answer each one.

Workbook answers Pages 10-11 WB

1 Language: relative clauses; the definite article

1A 1 She is a biologist who / that works with
elephants.

2 The farmers who / that need land are cutting
down the forest.

3 People who / that keep pets have better
health.

4 Uganda is an African country which / that has
many wildlife parks.

1B 1 He’s the animal researcher I met last week.
2 The book I’m reading now has some useful

information.
3 She is the medical scientist I told you about.
4 The gorillas we saw didn’t notice us.

1C 1 The animal we have been watching is a rare
type of monkey.

2 My uncle is leading an / the expedition to
Uganda.

3 Gorillas are the creatures with the highest
intelligence.

4 The primates in this park are protected from
hunters.

5 The first time I saw a lion, I felt fear and
pleasure.

2 Use of English

2A Example answers
1 The animals spent a long time swimming

together.
2 It is important that animals have rights in the

same way that people do.
3 It is wrong to experiment on animals and put

them in zoos.
4 We must stop using live animals for

experiments and (even) cutting them up.
2B 1 c    2 a    3 g    4 f    5 e    6 i    7 d    8 j    

9 h    10 b

3 Portfolio writing

Students’ own answers

Unit 4Unit 4
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4 Connections

A Words:

1 trunk
2 Students’ own answers

B Idioms:

1(a) the lion’s share (= most of it)
(b) a whale of a time (= a good time)
(c) a wolf in sheep’s clothing (= he’s more
dangerous than he looks)
2(a) A white elephant is something that you
can’t sell or get rid of; it’s useless and takes up
too much space.
(b) A dog’s life means not a very nice life.
(c) The cat’s whiskers is something that’s nice
and smart. This suit is the cat’s whiskers.
(d) A red herring is something which is a
deliberate distraction and not relevant to an
argument or investigation. It may be derived
from the habit of hunt saboteurs, who drag a
herring (a fish) across the path of hunting dogs
so that they lose the scent of the animals they
are following (a fox, for example). The
expression dates back to the late 1600s.

Unit 4Unit 4
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