
Memories are not stored in our brains like books on shelves. When we remember
something, we re-make the memory from many words, images and experiences kept in
different parts of our brains.

FACT:

What’s new?
Subject: Early memories
Function: Describing past habits
Grammar: used to; past perfect

Before you open the book …
Ask students to write a short note describing their earliest memory. Invite them to exchange their notes with a
partner and ask questions about their partner's memory. At the end of the activity, ask them to say how
confident they are that the memory is correct.

How well do we remember things? The question
seems like a simple one, but in fact memory is a
very uncertain thing. You can prove this to the class
by asking them to remember details of something
that they all remember, an event which took place
in your town, or what you did on the first day of
the course, for example. Very quickly, they will
realise how imprecise their memory of quite recent
events can be.

Picture notes
There are three photos on page 24. They depict
infancy (top left), childhood (below) and
adolescence (top right), and the dominant
relationships of those eras, with parents, school
friends and adolescent friends. Everyone in the
class will have memories or experiences of
these periods in their lives. Ask them to
comment on the difference in their memories of
each of the ages. Activity 1C is directly related
to these photos.

2 PREVIEW

Words

2A This section starts by focusing on words that
will be very important in any discussion of
memory. There are two lists of words, one of
verbs, the other of nouns. Start the lesson by
using all the words in context. Elicit examples,
if possible. Draw the class’s attention to the

future use of remember – I must remember to
do my homework – as well as the past use – I
remember doing my homework last week.

Did it really happen? Teacher’s Guide See pages 24-27 SB, 12-13 WBUnit 5Unit 5

2 PREVIEW Words A / B Answers
A1 (a) Remember and recall mean more or less the
same thing, when referring to the past. But you
can also remember to do things in the future; you
can’t recall things in the future. You remind
someone else to do something, or someone /
something reminds you of something; this picture
reminds me of my holiday in France. Imagine is the
odd one out; you imagine things that haven’t
happened.

(b) A memory of something and a recollection
of something are similar; but memory is also the
word we use to refer to the part of your brain that
remembers things. A reminder is something that
helps you remember to do something, or reminds
you of things in the past; again, imagination is the
odd one out.
B 1 reminds 2 recollection 3 imagine
4 remember

2C This activity is directly related to the three
photos on the page. If there are any students
in the class who knew each other as children,
it will be interesting to hear their separate
memories of the events in their lives and places
that they remember.
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Language

There are two structure items focused on in this
Unit, used to / would and the past perfect. As usual,
we have some inductive concept questions for the
students to answer. It’s quite easy to explain or
demonstrate the concept of used to – We used to live
in Canada. Conceptually, it is clear: we lived in
Canada for a long time. We don’t live there any
more. Used to can’t refer to a single event, and is
rarely used with a definite time period: we used to go
to Canada for our holidays is OK, and we used to go
to Canada for our holidays during the 1990s is OK,
although the past tense would work just as well. But
we used to go to Canada for our holidays for the last
five years is not OK and we used to go to Canada for
our holidays last year is definitely not OK.
The use of would in this context is a little more
complicated. But the simple rule you can tell the
class is that you can use used to or would for repeated
events or actions in the past, but not for states.
Therefore, the following two sentences are possible:

• We used to go to the beach every day.
• We would go to the beach every day.

However, in the following sentences, you can’t use
would:

• We used to live in Canada.
• We used to have a dog.

In addition to this, and this is not so easy to convey
to students, would is often used to give a flavour of
nostalgia or colour to a sentence. For example,
When we were on holiday in Canada, we would go for
a walk in the forest every day. This sounds as if you
enjoyed it! If you replace would with used to in that
sentence, the meaning is the same, but it sounds
more matter-of-fact. However, would can also evoke
memories that are not necessarily pleasant ones.
Here is an extract from the reading text: When the
workers returned home, they would complain and we
would be whipped. Students will find this sentence
when they read the text on page 25.

The secondary structure item in this Unit is the
past perfect tense, and specifically its use to indicate
that one action happened before another one in the
past. If the structure is new to the students, give a
few examples that make the concept clear. By the
time is a very useful expression to use in a marker
sentence. Use an example from their own
experience to present it for the first time.
Teacher: Tell me three things you did before you
left home this morning,
Student: I ate some breakfast, I listened to my
MP3 player and I played a video game
Teacher: So … by the time you left home, you
had (already) eaten breakfast, listened to some
music and played a video game.

If you want students to do more structure practice
work before they proceed, they can at this point do
the structure exercises in the Workbook.

Ideas

There are three sentences from the text and students
are invited to imagine what the context is. Knowing
that the lines are taken from the reading text on the
next page, they will of course combine their
understanding of the words with the message given
by the images on the next page. This conceptualising
from images and words is to be encouraged.

2 PREVIEW Language B Answers
B 1 The second event in the sentence happened

first.
2 The use of had + past participle indicates

an action that happened before another
action in the past.

2 PREVIEW Language A Answers
A 1 The sentences refer to things that happened

many times.
2 They don’t refer to things that still happen.
3 used to and would mean the same thing (use
the explanation above to indicate how and
when they are different)

2 PREVIEW Ideas A / B / C
Suggested answers

A The children appear to have lived in crowded
and poor conditions. The students may want to
make suggestions about where they might have
lived and in what country.

B The idea of selling a human being is usually
connected with slavery.

C The father is definitely someone that the child
doesn’t live with. We don’t know yet if he was a
stranger.

See pages 24-27 SB, 12-13 WB
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http://digilib.nypl.org/dynaweb/digs-
b/wwm97252/@Generic__BookView
For more information on the history of slavery
in America go to these sites:
http://www.innercity.org/holt/slavechron.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_slavery
_in_the_United_States

3A Ask students to read the text carefully. This
FCE 2008+ type exercise is designed to focus
on “text structure, cohesion and coherence”.
Students have to work out which sentence fits
where and which is not needed.

3B Students now read the text more carefully to find
the answers to the comprehension questions.

4 TALK ABOUT IT

The discussion task is designed to do three things.
(1) to describe the life of Annie and the other
slaves; (2) to imagine for yourself what slavery must
have been like; (3) to add any prior knowledge the
students might have about slavery in America.
Students are also directed to Language Bank 10,
where there are words and expressions they can use
to talk about life in the past.

4A Students really have to use their imagination
to understand how Annie can possibly have
thought that her life was happy. She was a
slave, she was whipped for misbehaving, she
had hardly anything to eat, and she was always
in danger of being sold. Plus her real father

Unit 5Unit 5
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3 READING CD 2 (Red) track 5, page 25 SB

The reading text is in three parts: information
about Annie Burton and two extracts from her
autobiography, Memories of Childhood’s Slavery
Days. The relevant section of the book is entitled
Recollections of a Happy Life. Four sentences (A, B,
D, E) have been removed (FCE 2008+) and there is
one extra, unused sentence (C). Students choose
which sentences go in which gaps.

Picture notes
On page 25 are two very evocative images, one
of a slave market, and the other of Annie
Burton, a former slave who wrote an
autobiography during the second half of the
nineteenth century. When they read the text,
the class will find out more about her, including
the fact that she is very positive, despite the
terrible things that happened to her. But before
reading, students might want to take a minute
to discuss what it must have been like to be a
slave.

Background information / Internet reference
The American Civil War (1861–1865) was fought
between the Union of States which called itself
the United States, and the Confederate States
of America, a coalition of southern States that
declared itself independent. There were many
complicated reasons why the two sides went to
war, but slavery was a key cause, because
cotton plantations worked by slaves were
essential to the economy of the South. The
South wanted to protect their right to own
slaves, and the North wanted to end it. There is
information about slavery and the slave trade in
the cross-curricular activity on page 27.
For more information about Annie Burton go to
this site:
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USASbur
ton.htm
You can find the entire text of the book on this
site:

Key words / expressions
• bones • carefree • (American) Civil War
• debt • exclaim (=shout)
• marriage ceremony • oyster shell
• plantation • wander • to whip
• mistress = female boss / owner

3 READING A / B Answers

A 1 B 2 A 3 E 4D (C �)
B Suggested answers: 1 Mistress means the

woman of the house; probably the wife of the
owner of the house, and therefore the wife of
the person who owns the slaves.

2 They ate the food on the way, and were
punished for it later.

3 Definitely not! They only ate a little in the
morning.

4 Slaves were sold to pay off debts; women slaves
who didn’t have children were also sold.

5 No. He obviously didn’t want to have anything
to do with her.
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British life, the time when many large houses had
servants. It is important to note two things –

1 the difference between servants and slaves.
2 that domestic staff are today no longer called

servants – even if they work for the Queen!
They are known by their job title (a nanny,
who looks after children; a cleaner, a cook, a
gardener, a chauffeur (driver), even a butler – a
few still exist). Domestic staff who work for
the British Royal family today are notoriously
badly paid, in some cases little more than the
national minimum wage.

5A This is a pre-listening pair work activity, to
help students engage with the period. There is
a list of occupations and students have to
decide if the people would work or live in a
house like the one in the picture. Housemaids,
chauffeurs and cooks work in the house, lords
and film stars live in them. In order to imagine
the kind of work the servants did, students
have to think about what these big houses
were like. In Victorian times, there was no
running water (maybe one cold tap in the
kitchen), no electricity, so no electric light and
no central heating. How did they see
anything? How did they heat the house? How
did they do any washing? This is a very useful
activity for the iPod generation to imagine
what life was like in the past!

5B Students now listen to the tape and answer the
questions.

5C The second listening activity requires students
to listen for specific information.

Unit 5Unit 5
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disowned her and wanted to have nothing to
do with her. So what made her happy?
Presumably the friendship of other children,
the places they could play, the kindness shown
to her by her mistress. Encourage students to
imagine, but also to go back to the text for
evidence to support their opinions.

4B / C For this section, students must really try to
envisage themselves living a life where
whipping, starvation and family separation
were always possible.

4D Students can offer their prior knowledge of the
slave trade to help this discussion. Those who
have read the following pages may have picked
up some information from there. There is
nothing wrong with students reading later
parts of the Unit and finding information for
themselves. We feel that this attitude to the
book should be encouraged.

5 LISTEN IN CD 1 (Blue) track 5, Page 26 SB

Picture notes / Internet references
The two photographs on this page relate to
Listening activity A. They show Manderston
House, a large country mansion near Edinburgh
in Scotland.
http://www.manderston.co.uk/default.asp
Houses like this in Britain are usually referred
to as stately homes. You can find all you need
to know about other houses like this at this
website: www.stately-homes.com
The second picture is of a group of servants in a
Victorian house. The lady in the centre was the
House Keeper, the boss of the servants.

The Audio text is in the Workbook (page 66).
The listening text is an interview with a woman
who used to work as a housemaid in a stately home
when she was a girl. The listening text does not
contain too many new words, but it is about a kind
of lifestyle which has more or less disappeared in

5 LISTEN IN B / C Suggested answers
B 1 She went into domestic service because there

weren’t many jobs for young girls.
2 She had to clean the stairs and passages, light

the fires and put clean sheets on the beds.
3 She liked having her own room; there was a

special bathroom for the girls who worked in
the house. It was interesting because there were
lots of visitors.

4 Students express their opinion about her
answers.

C 1b 2b 3a 4b 5b 6a

Key words / expressions
• chauffeur • domestic service
• housemaid • inherit • servant
• tiny • passage
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5D In this activity, there is a transcript of a section
of the listening, showing all the hesitations and
lubrication expressions which are typical of
spoken English, but can be deleted without
affecting the meaning of the utterance. These
are the words and phrases which can be
deleted.
Julie: Was it very hard?
Mary: Er … well, it depended on the job. I

worked in… oh I can’t remember …
in five different houses, I think. They
were all, how shall I say? … great
houses – stately homes – that I worked
in, with lots of servants.

Julie: U-huh … How much were you paid?
Mary: For my first job, I was paid … um, let

me see, I THINK it was eighteen
pounds a year.

Julie: A YEAR?

6 CONTROVERSY See Role cards, Page 59 WB

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. This is an activity known colloquially
as ‘Chinese whispers’, although this is not an
expression that we recommend you teach to your
students! There are many expressions like this in
English that give a nationality to something
(French windows), but many of them are not now
politically correct. This is essentially a simple
activity, where the students work in groups. One
student whispers a story to the next student, who
whispers it to the next student. The last student re-
tells the story, which has often changed beyond
recognition, as it is passed from one student to the
next. There are two stories in the Role cards, so two
different groups can do different stories. The
activity helps students with their narrative and
listening skills.

7 PORTFOLIO WRITING

The writing style we want to practise here is essay-
writing, a major feature of most examination
formats, rather than an example of authentic
writing. There are extensive instructions on the
Student’s Book page of this Unit about the

Title: Memories of my childhood
Notes
• I’m the youngest of three children; older

brother and sister.
• Age 0-5 — lived in Oxford; dad teaching at

university; mum also academic, but didn’t
work full-time; my first memories are of
my kindergarten.

• 5-12 — lived in Paris — dad doing PhD at
university; mum taught English; I went to
international school.

Essay
I have strong memories of my childhood,
because we lived in two very different cities,
Oxford and Paris. My father worked at the
university in Oxford. He was an English
lecturer. My mother didn’t work very much.
She had decided that she wanted to be a full-
time mother and not work too much.

I’m the youngest of three children. My
sister Martha is four years older than me and
my brother Duncan is a year older than
Martha. My first memories are of them going to
primary school. I remember wanting to go with
them.

Then one day, my mother took me to a
kindergarten, where there were hundreds of
children. Well, there were probably only 10 or
12, but I remember it was very noisy! I cried
all day, but eventually I began to like it.

Then suddenly, when it was time for me to
go to primary school, we moved. I remember
that it was very hard for all of us. Duncan was
about to move to secondary school and Martha
was unhappy to leave her friends. We went to
an international school in Paris. At first, it was
really difficult, because it was a very organised
place, and we weren’t used to that. But
eventually, we liked it.

It was an unusual childhood, and I think it
gave me the desire to travel and experience
new things.

process of writing an essay. A feature of some
examinations is that they want to see evidence of
the notes you make before you write, so we also
recommend that here.

Writing model

Unit 5Unit 5

Did it really happen? See pages 24-27 SB, 12-13 WB
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the reading text will tell them when slavery
started.

8B Now they read the text and check their answers.
8C This is a true or false activity based on the

reading text.

9 INTERACTIVE TASK

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. This is a group work activity, and
offers students the chance to practise discourse
skills which will also come in useful in certain oral
examination situations. Students work in groups of
four, divided into two pairs, Pair A and Pair B. Pair
A prepare a topic, and Pair B listen to what Pair A
have to say, but also try to take control of the
situation. As we pointed out in the Introduction to
this Teacher’s Guide, the key to an interactive
task is the interaction between the two pairs, one
wishing to make points about the topic, the other
wishing to take control. The important thing for
both pairs to realise is that the interaction must
take place in an atmosphere of polite mutual
respect. In other words, Pair B must take control
without being rude.

10 Your answer:
As always, the Unit ends with a re-consideration of
The BIG question and, as we often do, we divide
the original question into two or three subsidiary
questions. We ask students to recall their earliest
memories. We have chosen three questions which
your students may have common memories of,
especially if they have known each other since they
were children.

If they HAVE known each other for a long time,
the lesson may end with them disagreeing about, for

Picture notes / Internet references
The images on page 27 are a map of the
Atlantic, showing the routes taken by slave
ships and the different nationalities who were
mostly responsible for the trade, and an
illustration of the classic image of white men
rounding up Africans to transport them to
America as slaves. Slavery, of course, had
existed long before the events shown on this
map. Arab slaver traders had been making raids
across the Sahara to West Africa and down the
east coast of Africa to Zanzibar for centuries.
The scale of the Atlantic slave trade was
enormous and whole European cities prospered
because of it. Bristol in England was a port
which profited greatly from the slave trade. See
http://www.discoveringbristol.org.uk/
If you Google the words slave trade you find
around 18 million references.
The information on this site is very useful:
www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/slavery.htm

8 HISTORY in English Page 27 SB

The text is a short history of slavery. Some students
may have studied this in their history classes. If so,
they may have done projects on the topic. They
may have useful material from other parts of the
curriculum to bring to the English class, which may
help them discuss the subject in English. One of
the benefits of this cross-curricular study is that
students can bring their pre-existing knowledge to
the language class and teach their peers, using the
target language.

8A Students have already had an opportunity to
say a little about what they know about
slavery, but here their prior knowledge of
specific information is requested. Once again,
this prior knowledge will be enhanced by the
visual information available. The map will help
students answer the second and third questions
in the pre-reading task, and a quick glance at

Key words / expressions
• abolish • to chain • (tribal) chief
• cotton plantations • deck (of a ship)
• election • slave traders • slavery
• textiles • to transport

8 HISTORY in English A / C
Suggested answers

A 1 The slave trade started in 1490.
2 Most of the slaves came from West Africa.
3 They ended up in the Caribbean, Brazil,

Spanish America and the United States.
4 Slavery in the US ended after the American

Civil War.
C 1F 2T 3T 4T 5T

Unit 5Unit 5

QSE Intermediate See pages 24-27 SB, 12-13 WB Teacher’s Guide

69



example, what their first teacher was like, when and
where a memorable event took place and who was
responsible for certain things happening. As the
FACT at the beginning of the Unit points out,
memories are not as simple as we think they are!

Workbook answers Pages 12-13 WB

1 Language: would, used to, past perfect

1A 1 � 2  � 3 �
1B 1 didn’t use to love    2 used to live    

3 used to have    4 would / used to play
5 would / used to climb    6 used to live    
7 would / used to go    8 would / used to walk
9 would / used to 

1C 1When we got to the station, the train left. 
(= It waited until we got there before leaving.)
When we got to the station, the train had left.
(= It left before we got there.)
2 After we had eaten, we went for a walk.
After we ate, we went for a walk.  (The
meaning is the same.)
3When I turned around, the dog disappeared.
(= It waited until I turned before disappearing.)
When I turned around, the dog had
disappeared. (= It disappeared as I was turning
round.)
4 I asked him what he thought of the film, but
he hadn’t seen it. (didn’t see it not possible.)
5 Before he bought the car, he checked it
carefully.
Before he bought the car, he had checked it
carefully. (The meaning is the same.)
6 I woke up at eight. I had slept very badly. 
(= refers specifically to that one night)
I woke up at eight. I slept very badly.  (= This
could be a common problem for me.)
7Maria opened the fridge and saw that Brian
and James had eaten all the food. (ate is not
possible. 

2 Use of English

2A Variations are possible
1 Fifteen children had to share one bowl of

food.
2 We used to eat all the food that was meant

for the workers.

3 We children didn’t use to have any supper.
4 ‘You should speak to your darling child,’ my

mistress would say.
5 Do you remember swimming in the river?

2B (1) nothing   (2) to   (3) least   (4) with
(5) because   (6) carefully   (7) same 
(8)memory   (9) turn   (10) ability

3 Portfolio writing

Students’ own answers

4 Connections

4A 1 (a) memorise – to commit something to
memory because you need it (a telephone number
or the answers for an examination, for example,
remember – to recall an event).
(b) souvenir – something you buy to remember a
place; memory – a purely mental image.
(c) recollection – a memory; collection – when
something is collected, for example the post from a
post box.
(d) to have a good memory – you are good at
remembering things; remember something well – an
event left a strong impression on you.
(e) imagine – to form a picture of something or
someone in your mind, possibly in circumstances
that haven’t arisen yet; fantasise – to imagine
something pleasant or exciting happening to you.

4 A 2 Example answers

(a) I memorised all the dates of the kings for the
examination.
I remember falling asleep during his speech.

(b) I have a souvenir from the holiday – an ashtray
from the hotel!
I have the most wonderful memory of a little
beach in Spain.

(c) I have absolutely no recollection of what
happened.
There is a post collection at 5pm.

(d) I imagine they’re living in a nice place now.
He’s always fantasising about being a
professional soccer player.

4B 1c 2d    3e 4a 5b
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