
D Put students in pairs for this activity. Then
elicit answers, teaching new vocabulary where
necessary. 

Background information / Internet references

Star Wars: The film Star Wars was first shown

in 1977. Directed by American George Lucas, it

was a huge hit, particularly among teenagers,

as were the two sequels, The Empire Strikes

Back and The Return of the Jedi. The films

were notable for their epic quality and their

extraordinary use of special effects.

Star Wars was in fact planned by Lucas as

the fourth in a series of six films. The first film

in the series, The Phantom Menace, was

released in 1999, 22 years after the release of

the original Star Wars. Two more films followed,

The Attack of the Clones (2002) and Revenge of

the Sith, the third film in the series, in 2005.

The six-part series, which takes place at

a time when planets and galaxies are linked

together in a republic, tells the story of the

downfall of the republic and the rise of an

evil empire. It traces the rise of Anakin

Skywalker as a warrior with magic powers (a

Jedi) and his gradual fall into evil. The final

three films in the series trace the rise of

What’s new?

Subject: Dreams and nightmares

Function: Expressing abstract ideas

Grammar: Passives with modals (can be seen, should be read)

      Before you open the book … 
Write the titles of the following books on the board: Harry Potter / The Lord of the Rings. Ask: What do you
know about these books? Most students will probably know something about one or two of the titles. Elicit the
fact / explain that they are fantasy stories, and if necessary, teach the word fantasy (= an experience or situation
that you imagine that is not real). For each title, ask how many in the class have seen the films and whether
they enjoyed them. Explain that the title of the Unit is Fantasy worlds and that the Unit will explore the world
of fantasy. (See Background information notes below for information on Harry Potter and The Lord of the
Rings.)

WriteThe BIG question and the FACT on the
board. Tell the class they will have the opportunity
to discuss The BIG question later. Elicit the
meaning of the word copy (= a single book, or a
single CD that is one of many that are all exactly
the same). Ask: Have the Harry Potter stories sold
well here / in your country?

2 PREVIEW

Words

A Explain that the word fantasy can have slightly
different meanings, and that this activity helps
to explain these meanings.

B Explain that the phrase to have in common, as in
What do they have in common? = What are the
similarities between them? / in what way are they
the same? A show is a performance for the public,
especially one that includes dancing or singing.

C This activity will elicit students’ attitudes to
fantasy films, books etc. When the class has
completed the activity, elicit answers, and
briefly elicit students’ reasons for their answers,
eg I enjoy fantasy because it helps me relax / I
don’t have to think about real life / I can’t stand
fantasy, I think it’s ridiculous. 
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More than 300 million copies of the Harry Potter fantasy stories have been sold in 200
countries.

FACT:

1 The BIG question: WHY IS FANTASY SO POPULAR?



Anakin Skywalker’s son as a good Jedi and

the defeat of the evil Empire. Star Wars

starred the American Harrison Ford, who

became a huge star as a result. 

Harry Potter: Harry Potter is the name of a

popular series of fantasy novels by British author

J.K Rowling. There are seven books planned in

the whole series. The novels caught the

imagination of children (and adults) all over the

world and have had record sales. They tell the

story of a boy, Harry Potter, who discovers that he

is a wizard. He goes to wizard school and finds

that there is a whole magic world of wizards and

witches that ordinary people know nothing about.

Harry discovers that an evil wizard called

Lord Voldemort had tried to destroy him as a

baby but had failed. Voldemort, who has lost his

power, is trying to regain it, and in each novel

Harry finds that he has to fight his terrifying

opponent. Rowling’s novels are humorous,

imaginative and exciting. Each of the novels has

been eagerly awaited, and they have been

made into highly successful films. 

Nutcracker: The music for the ballet was

written by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky in 1892. This

version was directed by British dancer and

choreographer Matthew Bourne, and first

performed in 2002. Bourne is known for his

exciting, very modern choreography. He once

directed a performance of Swan Lake (1995)

where all the parts were danced by men!

For more information go to these websites:

www.starwars.com

www.jkrowling.com

http://www.matthewbournesnutcracker.com/

Language

This activity focuses on passives with modals: can /
should / must / have to / may / might + be + past
participle. The class have already covered the main
passive forms, so should not find this structure too
difficult. NB: You will probably need to teach the
word predecessor (= something or someone that
comes before someone else, often in a job), used in
the first example sentence.
A Elicit the answer, and, to briefly check students

remember the basic passive forms, ask them to
put these sentences into the passive:
1 Millions of people enjoy fantasy stories.

Fantasy stories are enjoyed by millions of
people.

2 Everyone will buy this book.
This book will be bought by everyone.

3 They showed the film all over the country.
The film was shown all over the country.

B This question checks students understand that
just because a past participle is used in the
passive structure, it does not mean that the
sentence refers to the past. 

C Students will find it helpful if they can actually
explain how the structure is formed:
can / must etc + be + past participle. For further
practice, ask students to put this famous
nineteenth century English saying into the
passive:
You should see children and not hear them.
(Children should be seen and not heard).

Ideas

Explain that the novel the sentences are taken from
tells the story of a boy wizard called Ged. Tell
students that the novel was written about 20 years
before the Harry Potter books, which have a similar
subject. Explain that in the extract that the class
will read, Ged casts a spell and the result is very
frightening. You will almost certainly need to teach
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2 PREVIEW Words A / B / D Answers
A 1 (b)   2 (c)   3 (a)
B 1 They all show fantasy stories. (The

Nutcracker ballet is a fantasy). 
D A witch is a woman with magic powers. She is
sometimes old, but also sometimes young and
beautiful. A dragon is an imaginary animal that
breathes fire and has wings and a tail. A fairy is an
imaginary magical creature like a very small person. A
fairy usually has wings. A prince is the son of a king
/ queen, a princess is the daughter of a king/queen.
A vampire is an imaginary dead person who bites
people’s necks and sucks their blood.

2 PREVIEW Language A / B / C Answers
A The sentences are passive.
B They refer to the present (or future).
C They have the same structure: modal (can /

must / should) + be + past participle.



the following vocabulary items before students can
answer the questions about the sentences: (to cast) a
spell / enchantment / oval / breach / lump / shadow.
Definitions are in the Key words box below. 

3 READING CD 2 (Red) track 15, Page 63 SB

If students have completed the Ideas section, they
will know a little about the text they are going to
read. Explain that the reading passage consists of a
book review which introduces an extract from a
fantasy novel called The Wizard of Earthsea, the first
in a trilogy called The Earthsea Trilogy. Explain that
the novel tells the story of Ged, a boy wizard.

Teach key vocabulary before students read the
text. Tell the class not to worry about the new
words they encounter. They should simply aim to
understand the key points and events of the story,
and to answer the questions. 

When you come to question 3 in activity C,

Point out to students that the answer is suggested
rather than stated. Vech is bound still, unable to
move because a voice is speaking softly nearby. This
is a healing voice – Starlight began to shine again
….. The night was healed. Vetch is unable to move
probably because he was going to touch the black
shadow. That would probably have killed him. The
person speaking protected him from this.

Background information / Internet reference

A Wizard of Earthsea is the first book,

published in 1968, in a trilogy called The

Earthsea Trilogy by Ursula K. Le Guin. The other

books are The Tombs of Atuan (1970) and The

Farthest Shore (1972). The Earthsea stories take

place on a group of islands in an ocean world

and involve the Wizard Ged, also called

Sparrowhawk, at different points in his life. Ged

is a peasant boy, who goes to the School of

Wizards on Roke Island. Trying to show off his

magical powers, he calls forth a terrible shadow

from the dead. The novel follows his attempts

to escape the shadow, which relentlessly follows

him. Finally, he turns and confronts it and in

doing so, achieves great wisdom. Ursula Le Guin

is regarded as an important American writer of

both science fiction and fantasy. For more

information go to this website:

http://members.aol.com/misuly/leguin.htm
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2 PREVIEW A Answers
A Through the bright crack climbs a lump of

black shadow and it leaps straight out at Ged’s
face.

Key words / expressions

• arrogant   • law   • fabric   • spell   

• to work    • to embrace   • to split apart    

• sorrowful   • to glimmer   • to widen   

• to stagger   • to scream   • to struggle   

• to flee (p.p.fled)   • to cling   • beast    

• paw   • to sob   • bound still   • to fade   

• edge   • fountain   • to heal

• (to cast) a spell = to say words or perform

actions that make magic things happens

• predecessor = something or someone that

comes before someone else, often in a job

• spirit = the part of a person that many people

believes continues to exist after death

• oval = with a shape like a long narrow circle

• enchantment = spell 

• to gleam = to shine brightly 

• breach = a crack or break in something

• lump = a small piece of something without a

regular shape

• shadow = an area of darkness created when

something blocks light

• to tear (p.p.torn) = to pull something so that

it separates or gets a hole in it

• to rip / the rip = to tear something quickly /

a hole produced by tearing

• (the spell) works = the spell is successful

• bound still = made unable to move (from the

verb to bind, p.p. bound)

3 READING A / B / C Answers
A 1 Vetch is a friend of Ged’s. He puts out his

hand to try to pull the lump of shadow away
from Ged.

2 The rip closes up. (… slowly the torn edges of
the world closed together.)

B 1 True.
2 False. Ged calls up a spirit from the dead,

which is ‘something that must never be done,
as it is against all the laws of nature.’

C 1 It is described as ‘a tall woman looking back
over her shoulder. Her face was beautiful, and



4 TALK ABOUT IT

4A Encourage students to speculate. Ask: What do
you think happens after this? If you wish, tell
students a little more about the story (see
Background information notes above).

4B This activity provides an opportunity to
practise the structure focused on in the Unit,
passives with modals. Walk round and read
students’ paragraphs. Choose one or two and
write them on the board. Praise them and ask
the class to say what they like about them.
Then ask students to say how the paragraphs
could be improved, encouraging them to use
the passive form.

5 LISTEN IN CD 1 (Blue) track 14, Page 66 SB

The Audio text is in the Workbook (page 70).
In the listening passage, three American teenagers
(two boys, Tom and Dave, and a girl, Nancy),
discuss and watch a horror movie. The girl does
not like horror movies and would prefer to watch
a thriller. She leaves the room for some of the
time. The boys enjoy the film precisely because it

is so ‘gross’. In fact the film is so horrifying that at
one point Tom thinks he’s going to be sick. The
conversation ends with the two boys agreeing to
watch the sequel the following week. The
conversation is very typical of the way teenagers
talk, with quite a lot of slang, such as That was
really gross! / That was bad! /  Cool, man / I think
that must totally be seen.
5A The listening passage refers to both horror

movies and thrillers. If students can explain the
difference between horror movies and thrillers
by saying that a horror movie is very
frightening, while a thriller is exciting, that is an
adequate explanation. Students may have seen
the films pictured. Ask them: What did you
think of (Mission Impossible)? Take the
opportunity to teach adjectives, eg It was
brilliant / amazing, and expressions, such as It
had great special effects (= the artificial images
and sounds in a film that are created by
technology).

5B Elicit examples of abstract nouns like happiness
/ the past to check that students understand the
meaning of abstract noun (= a word that names
a quality, idea or feeling),

5C For words 1, 4 and 5, elicit both active and
passive forms of the adjectives: terrifying /
terrified, horrifying / horrified, exciting / excited.
Ask students to make sentences showing they
understand the difference, eg The story was
horrifying / I was horrified (by the story). 

5D Cambridge ESOL FCE 2008+ style activity,
completing sentences with information in the
recording - details, information, and opinion.

5E Explain that the conversation is between two
boys, Tom and Dave, and a girl, Nancy. Explain
also that they use typical teenage expressions.
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sorrowful, and full of fear.’
2 Jasper bends down to the ground and hides his

eyes from the terrible light.
3 Because someone is speaking and casting

another spell to protect Vetch. Probably, if he
touched the black shadow, it would kill him.

Key words / expressions

• to vote   • horror movie   

• (I) can’t stand (horror movies)   • violence  

• to terrify   • the point   • thriller   

• channel (7)   • joke   • chip   • nightmare   

• the suspense (is killing me)   • evil   • awful   

• gross   • effect   • stuff   • entertainment   

• to be sick    • relief   • horrifying   • dream 

• the point = the most important fact, idea 

• scary = frightening

• to be over = to be finished

• sequel = a book, film, play etc that continues

the story of an earlier one

• totally (slang) = absolutely
5 LISTEN IN A / B / C / D / E Answers
A 1 The photo on the left is from a horror film.

The photo on the right is from a thriller.
2 A horror film is about strange and frightening

things. A thriller is an exciting film about
murder or a crime.

B 1 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) 2 (e) (f )
3 (b) (c) (d) (f ) (g)



6 CONTROVERSY See Role cards Page 64 WB

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. Put students into pairs and allow
them to choose which part they want to play.
Explain that the conversation must end with them
watching either a fantasy or a horror movie. Walk
round while students are performing the role play
and choose two pairs of confident students to
perform the role play for the class. Afterwards, ask
the class to say what they liked about the role plays
and to point out mistakes.

7 PORTFOLIO WRITING

To practise the language used in the model, ask the
class to agree on a film that most of them have
seen. Ask them to talk about and give their opinion
of the film using the language in the boxes, eg
(name of film) is a comedy directed by (name of
director). / The story takes place in (New York). / It’s
about ……

Encourage students to briefly describe the plot
and say what they liked / disliked about the film.
You may need to explain that the phrase I find /
found it (boring / exciting / slow) is a phrase used to
give an opinion. Having practised the language,
students will be able to write their review (of a film
of their own choice) with more confidence.

Writing model

8 LITERATURE  in English Page 67 SB
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C 2 violent   3 afraid / fearful  4 horrified /
horrifying   5 excited / exciting

D 1 votes   2 violence   3 horror   4 nightmare   
5 suspense   6 entertainment   7 dreams        
8 sequel

E 1 Audio:  The idea of witches and vampires
terrifies me. Terrifies is stronger than frightens.

2 Audio: I’m going to get some drinks. Same
meaning.

3 Audio: This is entertainment at its best. The
word worst gives the opposite meaning.

4 Audio: What a relief that’s over. Audio words
imply the film has ended. Sentence in exercise
implies it has not ended yet.

5 Audio: You don’t like horror movies either.
Addition of the word either insinuates that the
speaker also doesn’t like horror movies.

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire is the

fourth film in the series of Harry Potter

films. It is directed by the British director

Mike Newell. Like the first three films it

stars Daniel Radcliffe as Harry, Rupert Grint

as Harry’s friend, Ron, and Emily Watson as

their friend, Hermione.

As in the previous films, the story takes

place at Hogworts, the school for wizards and

witches. In this film, Harry takes part in a

competition for which the prize is a ‘goblet of

fire’. To win the goblet Harry must perform

very difficult and dangerous magical tasks, for

example, defeating a dragon. As in all the

Potter films, it ends with a terrifying

encounter with Voldemort, the evil wizard who

is trying to win back his power.

The three previous Harry Potter films were

all very enjoyable, but the Goblet of Fire is, in

my opinion, the best of them all. The film is

visually very exciting. Daniel, Ron and

Hermione are older in this film and

consequently more interesting. Their teenage

romances are an amusing part of the story.

Emily Watson and Rupert Grint, in particular,

give wonderful performances. For all those

who enjoyed the first three movies, this film

must not be missed.

Key words / expressions

• chilling   • monster   • villa   • lake   

• poet   • to speculate   • power   • ghost   

• vision  • journal   • engine   • to rush (away)

• spark   • to fade   • curtain   • to wonder

• novel   • to publish   • fiction

• to involve   • mystery

• chilling = very frightening

• to speculate = to consider or discuss why

something has happened

• journal = diary

• to clank = if a heavy metal object clanks, it

makes a short, loud sound

• to stir = to move slightly

• horror-stricken = horrified

• horrid = very unpleasant

• genre = a particular type of film, writing or

art



Background information

Frankenstein (the novel) tells the story of a

young scientist called Frankenstein who

succeeds in creating a creature that resembles

a human being. The creature is monstrous, ugly,

and with huge strength, and all those who see it

are terrified. But the creature has human

feelings and is lonely and unhappy. It needs love

and companionship and cannot find this. When

Frankenstein refuses to give the monster a wife,

the monster turns against his creator and kills

Frankenstein’s brother, his friend and his bride,

Elizabeth. Frankenstein pursues the monster to

the Arctic to destroy it, but dies there. The

monster disappears into the ice and darkness to

end its life. 

The 1931 film Frankenstein, starring Boris

Karloff as the monster and directed by James

Whale, became hugely famous and remains

famous today. Because the film is entitled

Frankenstein, it has caused many people to

believe that Frankenstein is the name of the

monster. This is incorrect. Frankenstein is the

name of the scientist who created him. The

monster has no name.

9 CONVERSATION

Read the notes about this section in the
Introduction. Allow students to choose which
activity they would like to do, A or B. For activity
B, ask students to decide on the genre (type of film,
eg comedy), the basic plot, the main characters and

Ask the class what the word literature means to them.
Elicit answers and agree on a definition, eg stories,
poems and plays with artistic value. Ask students to
give examples of literature in their own language. 

8A The photo shows a poster of the film,
Frankenstein (see Background information
notes below).

8B Teach key vocabulary items before asking
students to read the text and answer the
questions. When answering question 3, make
sure that students realise that an explanation of
the Gothic fiction genre is given in the text:
Gothic novels involved the fantastic and
supernatural and were full of suspense and mystery.

8C Mystery and horror are still popular. Practice
vocabulary and language from the audio.

8D If students know the story of Frankenstein, this
activity could lead to a very interesting
discussion. If they don’t know the story, you
could briefly describe it to them (see
Background information notes below). To
stimulate discussion, ask: What is Frankenstein
about? What is Mary Shelley trying to say? How is
this relevant today? Below are some suggestions
for answers:
• Frankenstein is about the power of science. In
Frankenstein, a scientist invents a creature that
he cannot control. Scientists have done this
today, with, for example, the atomic bomb.
Another modern example is global warming,
which is caused by scientific progress and may
destroy the planet.
• Frankenstein is also about the need that living
creatures have for love. The monster turns
against his creator because the scientist does not
recognise that he has feelings – he may be ugly
but he is still capable of love. Today it is
recognised more and more that if we do not
receive love as children we become
psychologically damaged. 
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• (the) fantastic = strange or imaginary (one of

several meanings)

• (the) supernatural = things that seem to be

caused by magic, and do not have a natural

or scientific explanation

8 LITERATURE in English B Answers
1 Mary Shelley was only 18 when she began

writing Frankenstein.
2 She and her group of friends were discussing

electricity. That night, Mary couldn’t sleep,
and had a vision of a monster, created by a
student, using electricity. The vision terrified
her, and she realised it would be a wonderful
story. She started work on the story the next
day.

3 Modern horror stories are full of suspense, like
gothic novels.  Similarly, horror stories often
involve the fantastic – strange, imaginary
events.



who will play the parts. Each pair could then make
a presentation to the class.

10 Your answer:

This activity gives the class the chance to discuss
The BIG question in depth and to express their
own feelings about fantasy literature and films. For
a variation on this activity, ask students to find
someone who has the opposite view to them about
fantasy and to have a two / three minute discussion
with them.

Workbook answers Pages 34-35 WB

1 Language: passives with modals

1A 1 This book should be read by everyone.
2 This film shouldn’t be missed.
3 Nothing could be seen except a shadow.
4 The ghost can only be seen at night.
5 The monster must be killed.
6 What happened may never be forgotten.

1B 1 Can the story be written quickly?
2 When should the witches be followed to their
homes?
3 Could it be completed this week?
4 Was the film made in Japan?
5 Why can’t your daemon be separated from
you? 

1C 1 I want the truth to be discovered.
2 The grave is going to be opened.
3 I want someone to be told about this.
4 I’m sorry. It had to be done, Peter.

2 Use of English

2A 1 With them was another poet, Lord Byron,
who had already become famous.
2 The poet Shelley married a girl who was
eighteen years old.
3 Gothic stories were about the fantastic and
supernatural.
4 What terrified me will be terrifying to others.
5 The story is still popular today.

2B (1) on      (2) of      (3) of   (4) saw   (5) over   
(6) later   (7) with   (8) in   (9) was   
(10) believes

3 Portfolio writing 

Students’ own answers

4 Connections 

4B 1 clanking   2 crashed   3 groan   
4 spluttered / whirring
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