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Unit 3Unit 3 Fame and fortune Workbook

1 Language: may, might

See pages 16–19

We use may or might to talk about something that is possible, but we are not sure is happening,
or will happen:

Predictions about the future: • I may / might become famous one day.
(= Perhaps I will become famous.)

Possibilities in the present: • She may / might not be as well-known in 
Japan as she is in Europe. 
(= Perhaps she isn't as well-known in Japan ...)

• John may / might be at work.
(= It’s possible that John is at work.)

Possible future plans: • I’m tired, so I might not go out tonight.
• I may study drama – I'm not sure yet.

There is no difference between may and might.        • You might be right.
Some people feel that might suggests less of a                (=It's possible that you are right)
possibility than may. • It might not always be easy to be famous.

(= Perhaps it isn't always easy; I don't know.)

A Rewrite these sentences, using may (not) / might (not).
Example: Perhaps that is Johnny Depp over there.

• That may be Johnny Depp over there.
1  It's possible that in ten years' time, people won't remember her.  ………………….………………………….

2  Maybe you will meet someone famous at the party.  ………………….………………………….

3  I'm thinking of going to the concert tomorrow.  ………………….………………………….

4  It's possible that Michael Jackson will sell his home.  ………………….………………………….

5  There's a good chance that Madonna's next book will be a big success.  ………………….………………………….

6  I don't think it's likely that he'll ever be famous.  ………………….………………………….

7  Perhaps we'll go to New York, or maybe to L.A.  ………………….………………………….

We don’t use may in questions about plans,              • Do you think you might go out tonight?
predictions or possibility.                • Might you go out tonight?
We can use might instead.

B Rewrite these sentences as questions using might / do you think you might ...?
Example: Some people think it's just a joke.

• Might some people think it’s just a joke?
1  It's possible that this photo is not genuine.   ………………….………………………….
2  It's possible he is not telling the truth.  ………………….………………………….   
3  I think this house may belong to someone famous.  ………………….………………………….
4  It's possible that he will get a job in TV.  ………………….………………………….
5  Many people think it's only a rumour.  ………………….………………………….

C Write about possible future plans.
I I might …………………………………… , or I might ……………………………………
2  I may not …………………………………… , instead, I might ……………………………………
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