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Unit 5Unit 5 Did it really happen? Workbook

1 Language: would, used to, past perfect

See pages 24–27

We use would or used to when we want to                • In the afternoons, we would / used to play in
describe repeated actions or events in the past               the garden with our mates.
that no longer happen.                                           • When I was small, I would / used to walk to

school every day.

Note: We cannot use would, only used to, when         • I used to live in London. 
we are referring to past states: (NOT: I would live)

• I used to have two cats. 

We cannot use would in questions about the past,     • What did you use to do in the holidays?
(only use to): • Did you use to ride a bike to school?

The negative form of used to is                             • I didn't use to like getting up early.
didn't use to / never used to: • We never used to think about the future.

A Tick ( ✔ ) the sentences where only used to is appropriate.
1   That building would / used to have two towers many years ago.

2   Slaves would / used to work all day long in the fields.

3   I would / used to know how to speak French many years ago.

B Complete the paragraph with the correct forms of used to or would.
I love this city. But I (1) ……………… (not love) it. We (2) ……………… (live) in a small town where we knew

almost everyone. We (3) ……………… (have) a big house with a large garden, where my brothers and I 

(4) ……………… (play) for hours. I remember we (5) ……………… (climb) trees and swim in the river. Then,

when I was six, we moved to the city. When we first arrived here, we (6) ……………… (live) in a small flat. 

We (7) ……………… (go) to the park which was at the end of our street, so we (8) ……………… (walk) there

every day after school. I remember now, there was a large pond where we (9) ……………… (sail) our toy boats. 

The past perfect tense: we use had + past participle when we want to make it clear or emphasise that 
one event happened before another.

We use the past perfect with words like                   • After they had finished, they went home.
before and after:                                                    • Before they arrived, we had cleaned the 

house.

In these examples, the use of the past perfect           • She sat down at last. The guests had gone. 
shows that the second sentence happened                • When I saw him again, he had put on clean
before the first.                                                            clothes.

C Put the verbs in brackets into either the past simple tense or the past perfect tense. Sometimes
both are possible. If so, is there a difference in meaning?
1 When we ……………… (get) to the station, the train ……………… (leave).
2 After we ……………… (eat), we ……………… (go) for a walk. 
3 When I ……………… (turn round), the dog  ……………… (disappear). 
4 I ……………… (ask) him what he ……………… (think of) the film, but he ………………  (not see) it. 
5 Before he ……………… (buy) the car, he ……………… (check) it carefully. 
6 I (wake up) ……………… at eight o’clock. I (sleep) ……………… badly.   
7 Maria (open) ……………… the fridge and saw that Brian and James (eat) ……………… all the food. 
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