
Did it really happen?   Workbook

Unit 5Unit 5

13

2 Use of English

A Rewrite these sentences using the words given.
Example: The memory of my happy childhood is 

often with me.                 (remember)
• I often remember my happy

childhood.

1 There was only one bowl of food which had to
feed fifteen children.                        (share)

…………………………………………………………………………..
2 We used to eat all the food, but it was meant

to be for the workers.                         (that)

…………………………………………………………………………..
3 We children never had any supper.        

(didn't use to)

…………………………………………………………………………..
4 “Why don't you speak to your darling child?” 

my mistress would say.     (should)

…………………………………………………………………………..
5 Do you have a memory of swimming in the

river?                                         (remember)

…………………………………………………………………………..

B  Read the text below and think of the word
which best fits each gap. Use only one word in
each gap.

Many people believe they have a bad memory and

that there is (1) …….…… they can do about it.

However, there are simple things you can do     

(2) …….…… improve your memory. For example,

when you want to memorise something, focus on

the thing you want to remember for at (3) …….……

three minutes. Many people have difficulty 

(4) …….…… names. This is probably (5) …….…… they

aren't making an effort to remember them. When

you meet someone for the first time, observe the

person (6) …….…… . At the (7) …….…… time, repeat

their name a number of times. One way to improve

your visual (8) …….…… is to look at a photograph for

a few seconds. Then (9) …….…… it over and write

down as much as you can remember about it. If you

do this regularly, you will soon find that your 

(10) …….…… to remember names improves.

3 Writing
A  Write a short article for a magazine about your 

early school days (120 -180 words). What kinds
of things did you use to do? 

B  Imagine you are a servant in a great house in
Britain. Write a letter to your family, far away.
Describe the house, the family, your work, a 
typical day (120-150 words).

4 Connections
A Words:

1 Explain the difference in meaning between
these pairs of words:

(a) to memorise / to remember
(b) souvenir / memory
(c) recollection / collection
(d) to have a good memory / to remember

something well
(e) to imagine / to fantasise

2  Use one word from each pair in activity A1,
making a sentence to show its meaning.

B  Choose one of the explanations in the box to 
replace each of the expressions underlined.

1 I decided to put it at the back of my mind for 
a while.

2 It crossed my mind that someone might have
stolen my watch in the changing room.

3 I'm sorry I wasn't at the meeting. It completely
slipped my mind.

4 Her name was on the tip of my tongue, but I 
just couldn’t remember it!

5 He’s got a poor memory.  

(a) I almost remembered
(b) bad at remembering 
(c) make an effort not to think about it
(d) I thought for a moment
(e) I forgot all about it
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