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Unit 8  Unit 8 Exam pressure  Workbook

1 Language: second conditional

See pages 38–41

We use if + simple past + would to talk about imaginary situations. Although we use the past tense,
these situations do not refer to the past.

The first event (following if) refers to a situation        • If I took the exam now, I would fail.
that is imaginary, or unlikely to happen. The          • I would study in America if I had the money.
second event is a result of the first.

It is also possible to use could and might in the          • If you started studying now, you might have 
if clause: a better chance of passing.

• If he got all A grades, he could get into
medical school.

Look at how we form the question: • What would you do if you didn't get good
results?

• Could you take the exam again if you 
wanted to?

A Put the verb in brackets in the correct form.
Example: If the curriculum (be) so demanding, students (do) better in their exams.

• If the curriculum wasn't so demanding, students would do better in their exams.
1  If I (find) a subject really difficult, I (talk) to my teachers about dropping it. ………………………………

2  If I (not want) to go to university, I (not have to) work so hard. ………………………………

3  If I (go) back home, my parents (not be) pleased with me. ………………………………

4  You (can finish) the project in time if you (start) work on it right now. ………………………………

5  What (you do) if you (win) a scholarship to a university in the States? ………………………………

B Write sentences about these situations, using the second conditional.
Example: I can't help you, because I don't speak French.

• If I spoke French, I could help you.
1  I feel very stressed, because my exams are not finished. ………………………………

2  I want to buy that book, but it's too expensive. ………………………………

3  You go to bed too late. That's why you're so tired in the morning. ………………………………

4  You don't do any exercise when you're revising, so you don’t have enough energy. ………………………………

5  Students get very stressed because the exam is so difficult. ………………………………

C Write complete sentences about these imaginary situations, using the second conditional. 
Example: What / you / do / you / see your friend cheating in an exam?

• What would you do if you saw your friend cheating in an exam? 
1  What / you / say / someone offer you the answers to your next exam paper?

2  What / your parents / do / you / not do well this year?

3  What / you / do / you / think / someone / had copied your answers in an exam?

4  What / you / do / you / oversleep and be late on the morning of an exam?

D Then write the answers to your own questions.
Example:  • I wouldn’t tell anyone, but afterwards, I’d tell him not to do it again.
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