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2 Use of English

A Rewrite the sentences using the words in brackets.
Example: The student was so upset about his exam

results that he killed himself.   (because)
• The student killed himself because 

he was so upset about his exam
results.

1 The student had talked to a friend about her
fears.                                          (discussed)

……………………………………………………………………………

2 Exam results often decide which university or
college a student eventually attends. 

(depends on)

……………………………………………………………………………

3 Young people often feel a strong sense of 
failure.                                            (failed)

……………………………………………………………………………

4 They need more help.               (enough)

……………………………………………………………………………

5 Our parents and teachers expect too much of
us.                                              (expected)

…………………………………………………………………………… 

B  Read the text below and think of the word
which best fits each gap. Use only one word in
each gap.

Everyone hates doing revision but there are 
(1) …….…… to make sure it isn't too painful. 
(2) …….……  well so that you don't have a last minute
panic. The first thing to do is to make a realistic
timetable. For example, it's unwise to revise your
worst (3) …….…… on a Friday night. Also, make sure
that you have (4) …….…… to relax. “Little and often”
is a good (5) …….…… . Revise the difficult subjects
first and plan to revise them again (6) …….…… the
exam approaches. When you are studying, (7) …….……
ways to make it fun. If something is (8) …….…… to
learn, think of a song you like and write new words
using the difficult parts. You could also (9) …….……
funny cartoons that show phrases or words. Finally
eat well and remember to take exercise. Do all this
and it's likely that you'll get good (10) …….…… .

3 Writing
A  Write an email (120 -150 words) to a friend who

has written to you, telling you about his / her
feelings of anxiety and depression because of 
exam fears.
• Sympathise with your friend's situation.
• Give some positive advice.

B  Do you think exams are the best way of testing 
a student’s progress? Write a review of the 
exam system. Describe the system, give your
opinions and give reasons for your opinions
(120 -180 words).

4 Connections

A Complete these sentences with the correct words.

(a) results (b) marks (c) qualification

(d) studies (e) revision (f) course

1 Although my father has a teaching …………………, 
he hasn't taught for many years.

2 Check your spelling carefully because you can
lose ………………… for errors.

3 It's important to start a ………………… timetable 
long before the start of the exams.

4 I'm doing a short ………………… in computer skills
in the summer holidays.

5 Waiting for your exam ………………… can be a
very stressful time.

6 I'm going to travel around the world before I
begin my ………………… at university.

B Underline the correct word or phrase in italics.
1 I was taking / taking up six subjects last year, 

but I dropped / dropped out of history, so now 
I am only doing five.

2 I lived in Germany for a year, and I
picked / picked up the language quite quickly.

3 What courses are you entering / enrolling for?
4 I'd love to take / take up a new hobby, but I'm

too busy studying at the moment.
5 Well done! You've passed / taken the entrance

exam, and you've taken / got a place at the 
college.
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