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Unit 14Unit 14 Fantasy worlds Workbook

1 Language: passives with modals

See pages 64–67

When we use modal verbs (can, may, must, should) in the passive voice, we use the modal (can, may) +
be + past participle of the verb:

Active voice Passive voice

• Memories can cause dreams. • Dreams can be caused by memories.

• They may tell you about the ghost. • You may be told about the ghost.

• You can analyse your dreams.                             • Your dreams can be analysed.

• You should write them down as well. • They should be written down as well. 

A Rewrite these sentences as shown so that the meaning remains the same.
Example:  I can't explain it.

• It can't be explained.

1 Everyone should read this book.                      This book ………………….……………………………………………
2 You shouldn't miss this film.                             This film ………………….……………………….…….…….…….…
3 Nobody could see anything except a shadow.   Nothing ………………….……………………………….…….…….…
4 People can only see the ghost at night.            The ………………….………………………………….….…….…….…
5 They must kill the monster.                             The ………………….………………………………….….…….…….…
6 They may never forget it.                                It ………………….…………………………………….…….…….………

Look at these sentences to see how the question form of the passive with modals is formed:

• It can be described as a fantasy. • Can it be described as a fantasy?

• It should be read by all teenagers. • Why should it be read by all teenagers?

• Who wrote the book? • Who was the book written by?

B Write the question form of these sentences.

1 The story can be written quickly.                     ……………………………………………………….……………………… ?
2 The witches should be followed to their homes. When …………………………………………………………………... ?
3 It could be completed this week.                      ………………………………………………………………………………. ?
4 The film was made in Japan.                            ……………………………………………………………………………… ?
5 Your daemon can’t be separated from you.       Why ……………………………………………………………………… ?

Some other verbs (have to, be going to, want to) in the passive voice have the same form as the modal
verbs above: 

• I had to do something. • Something had to be done.

• The witch is going to kill him. • He is going to be killed by the witch.

• "Please stop the violence!" she begged. • She wanted the violence to be stopped.

C Write what these characters in a fantasy story are thinking.
Example:  Peter has to stop the daemons. 

• "The daemons have to be stopped!"
1 He wants to discover the truth.                        "I ……………………………… the truth ………………………………
2 They are going to open the grave.                    "The grave ………………………………………….……………….!"
3 He wants to tell someone about this.                "I want someone ………………………………………………….!"
4 The ghost told Peter he had to do it.               "I'm sorry. It …………………………………………………., Peter.
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