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Unit 16 Unit 16 Throw away the key  Workbook

1 Language: third conditional, past use of wish

See pages 72–75

We use the third conditional to talk about an unreal situation in the past. It is formed by if + past
perfect tense + would have + past participle.

The police didn't charge him, so he didn't                  • If the police had charged him, he would
go to prison. have gone to prison.

• He would have gone to prison if the police
had charged him. 

He experimented with drugs, and he ended up         • If he hadn't experimented with drugs, he
in prison.                                                                    wouldn't have ended up in prison.

• Would he have ended up in prison if he 
hadn’t experimented with drugs?

A Put the verbs in brackets into the third conditional.
Example: If he (go) to the drug rehabilitation centre, he (have) help. 

• If he had gone to the drug rehabilitation centre, he would have had help.
1  If Mike (know) …………….. the danger, he (not accept) …………….. the pills.
2  If you (tell) …………….. me the truth, I (not be) …………….. angry.
3  The police (find) …………….. the drugs if they (have) …………….. more help.
4  …………….. you (go) …………….. to the party if you (know) …………….. the guests?
5  What …………….. you (do) …………….. if you (know) …………….. he took heroin?

B Write a sentence using the third conditional for each of these situations.
Example: They sold drugs, and got the death penalty.

• If they hadn't sold drugs, they wouldn't have got the death penalty.
1  He became addicted to drugs and needed therapy. ……………………………………………………………
2  Rachel died because she took a heroin overdose. …………………………………………………………
3  Marijuana was classed as a soft drug, so there was less crime. …………………………………………………………
4  He needed money for drugs, so he started stealing. ……………………………………………………………
5  The government made drugs legal and many criminals lost money. …………………………………………………………

We use wish and if only with the past perfect tense to express regret about a situation in the past, and
to imagine the opposite situation. 

• He didn't think about it carefully. • I wish he had thought about it carefully.
• The police caught him and sent him to prison. • If only the police hadn't caught him and 

sent him to prison.

C What regrets do the people have about these situations? Write sentences with I wish or if only.
1  I decided to try hard drugs. ……………………………………………
2  Our son started taking drugs at school. ……………………………………………
3  My friend refused to go a drug rehabilitation centre. ……………………………………………..
4  Our daughter didn't talk to us about her problems. ……………………………………..
5  We didn't know she was in trouble. ………………………………………

D Rewrite these sentences as regrets, using I wish or If only.
Example: Why didn't you tell me about it? 

• If only you had told me about it!
1  We made a mistake. If only ………………
2  I didn't know it was dangerous. I wish ……………..
3  I was such a fool! If only …………….
4  The police didn't listen to my side of the story. If only …………….
5  Why didn't she ask someone for advice? I wish ……………..
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