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Unit 17Unit 17 Surviving disaster Workbook

1 Language: should, could + present perfect 

See pages 76–79

We use could have to talk about something that was a possibility but didn’t happen because… 

…we decided not to do it (for reasons                   • We could have stayed on the mountain all 
within our control).                                               night, but we decided to come home.

… it didn't happen after all (for reasons • Why weren't you wearing a helmet? You could
beyond our control).                                              have been killed!

A What opportunities did these people miss? Write sentences using could have.
Example: I was going to become a skiing instructor, but I became an accountant instead.

• I could have become a skiing instructor, but I became an accountant instead.
1  He decided not to take a cell phone with him.

…………………… 

2  The newspaper wanted me to write an article, but I didn't have time.

…………………… 

3  They asked me to join the expedition, but I wasn't interested.

…………………… 

4  I once had the chance to go scuba-diving.

…………………… 

We use couldn't have to say that something 
was not possible, even if we wanted it to be: 

• Aron couldn't have survived another day 
in the canyon because he didn't have 
enough water.

• I couldn't have gone with you because I 
was working that day.

B What should or shouldn't these people have done? Write sentences.

1  Tony is cold. He didn't wear enough warm clothing.                                   …………………………..

2  It's getting dark, and they went up the mountain without a torch.              …………………………..

3  I didn't know you were going because you didn't tell me!                           …………………………..

4  They booked the trip through a travel agent. It's cheaper on the internet.  …………………………..

5  They set off without a map, and they got lost.                                         …………………………..

C Match phrases 1 to 4 with sentences with the same meaning (a) to (d).

1  A better course of action would have           (a) I couldn't have done that –– everyone was waiting.
been…

2  It wasn't a good idea to do this … (b) What else could I have done?

3  It was not possible because … (c) First, you could have had a chat with him in private.

4  What other options were there? (d) You shouldn't have criticised him in front of the 
whole group.

We use could have /should have / shouldn't have to 
talk about a situation in the past, expressing criticism.

• You should have taken a torch. (But you didn't.)
• He shouldn't have gone hiking on his own. 

(But he did.)
• He could have called for help if he had had a mobile

phone. (He didn’t take a phone, so he was not able to
call for help. Cell phone =AmE; mobile phone =BrE).
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