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2 Use of English

A Rewrite the sentences using the words in brackets.
Example: He expected the hike would take him 

about 12 hours.                       (didn’t)
• He didn't expect the hike to take

him longer than 12 hours.

1 He was unable to move.             (impossible)
……………………………………………

2 Why did Aron Ralston set out on this
adventure?                                        (made) 
……………………………………….

3 It was important to have enough water.
(having) 

……………………………………………

4 What basic tips would you suggest?     (advice)
…………………………………………. ?

5 Being able to start a fire is important. (be able) 
…………………………………………

B Choose a word or phrase from the box to fill 
the gaps.

(a)  choice      (b)  against all odds      (c)  survived

(d)  slowly      (e)  hanging      (f)  experienced     

(g)  treacherous      (h)  disaster       (i)  hope     

(j)  hold

Joe Simpson and Simon Yates, two (1) ……………….

mountaineers, were climbing the (2) ………………. Sula

Grande mountain in Peru, in 1985. After three days, 

(3) ………………. struck. On the way down, Simpson fell

and broke his leg. With no (4) ………………. of rescue,

Yates had to lower Simpson (5) ………………. down the

slopes with a rope. A sudden slip left Simpson

(6) ………………. over the edge of a cliff. Yates could

not (7) ………………. on to his partner any longer. He

had no (8) ………………. but to cut the rope to save his

own life. Miraculously, Simpson (9) ………………. and his

book, Touching the Void, tells his story of his

survival (10) ………………..

3 Writing
A  Write a short story (120 -180 words) for a magazine

about a rescue.
• Describe the scene. (Where? Who? When?)
• Write about the rescue mission. (What

happened?)
• Conclusion (How did it end? What could /

should people have done?)

B  Write an article based on an interview with Aron
Ralston (120 –180 words), for an adventure sports
magazine. Find out whether he has any regrets, 
and what advice he has for climbers.

4 Connections

A Divide the words and phrases into the groups
below.

(a)  anxious (b)  concerned (c)  frightened to death

(d)  terrified (e)  worried (f)  jumpy

(g)  panicky (h)  scared stiff (i)  tense

Least fearful Most fearful

B  Complete the sentences with the correct phrase.

(a)  a head for heights (b)  a weight off your mind

(c)  frame of mind (d)  keep your head

(e)  lose your head (f)  presence of mind

1   Luckily, he had the ………………. to call the
emergency services.

2   In an emergency, remember, don't ……………….
3   Mountaineering can be dangerous, but if you

………………. , you'll be OK.
4   Aron didn't panic. At least he was in the right

………………. to deal with the dangerous situation.
5   I could never have been a mountain climber. 

I haven't got ……………….
6   It must have been ………………. when you heard

that rescuers were on their way.
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