
42

Unit 18Unit 18 Alone in space Workbook

1 Language: must, might, could, can’t +  present perfect

See pages 80–83

We use must have to talk about something in the past when we are certain that it happened but, for
example, we didn't see it:

• The alien aircraft that crashed at Roswell must have been a weather balloon – that's all.

We use can't have or couldn't have to talk about something in the past when we are certain that it did
NOT happen:

• They can't have been aliens because a government report found that they were actually dummies.

A Rewrite these sentences, using must have, can't have or couldn't have.

Example: It is very likely that the ‘alien’ bodies were dummies.
• The dummies must have been ‘alien’ bodies.

1  It is not very likely that aliens abducted people from Earth.  ……………………

2  I'm sure that there was life on other planets, before ours on Earth.  ……………………

3  I don't think it's possible that you saw a UFO.  …………………….

4  It's impossible that the Dogon people knew about Sirius B from French scientists.  ……………………

5  It's almost certain that the Dogon people learnt all this by watching the sky.  ……………………

We use might have to talk about something 
that possibly happened in the past:

• What do you think might have caused the  
crop circles?

We can also use the present perfect passive tense:

• They might have been made by people with 
a sense of humour.

B Complete these opinions with can't have, couldn't have, might have or must have.

Example:  • "Around 1947, chimpanzees were being sent into space. 
So the bodies might have been those of chimpanzees."

1  "The whole of Roswell ………………. been persuaded that the stories are true."

2  "I'm convinced a UFO ………………. crashed at Roswell. I mean, a whole town ………………. invented the
same story, can it?"

3  "I think it ………………. been a military aircraft that crashed. The government ………………. wanted people
to believe something different."

4  "They ………………. been aliens. But if they were, why haven't we seen them again?"

5  "There was a disc-shaped hollow where the spaceship crashed. So it ………………. been a weather 
balloon, because that's not disc-shaped."

C Match each of the sentences 1 to 4 with one of sentences (a) to (d) which has a similar meaning.

1  It can't have been a UFO. They don't exist.                                    (a) It almost certainly isn't true.

2  Crop circles could have been caused by animals.                           (b) It's possible, but not likely.

3  The people at Roswell might have imagined it.                             (c) It's almost certainly true.

4  People must have invented the stories to get publicity.                   (d) It's possible.

We also use could have / couldn't have to talk
about something in the past, but for which the
possibility is smaller:

• I suppose animals could have caused the
crop circles.

• They couldn't have been caused by
aliens.
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