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Units 10–12Units 10–12 Language banks                                                  19, 20, 21

Ways of evaluating options

•    We could do this, or we could do that.
•   There are various possibilities … One

possibility is to … and another possibility 
is to … 

•    On the one hand, we could … and on the
other hand, we could … 
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Eliciting further ideas

•    That’s interesting. Why do you think that?
•    Tell me more.
•    Can you explain what you mean by that?
•    I'm not sure what you mean. 
•    Do you mean that … ?
•    Can you give me an example?
•    How do you know that?

Asking for extra information

•    What were they like?
•    Where were they from?
•    Why were they there?
•    How did you meet them?
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•    I think that's a good / excellent
suggestion.

•    I think the best option is (to go jogging).
•    I prefer the (first) option. 
•    I don't think that's very helpful. 
• That might be difficult (for some people).

Complete the dialogue using phrases from Language Bank 19.
1   A: Child poverty in Britain has decreased.

B: ………………………………………….?
2   A: I said that child poverty in Britain has decreased.

B: ………………………………………….?
3   A:  Sure, I said that child poverty in Britain is less than it was.

B:  ………………………………………….?
4   A:  Yes. There are fewer poor children now because the government has spent more money on them.

B:  …………………………………………. the government has spent more money on poor children?
A:  That’s right. A government spending programme has helped a lot of families.

Complete the dialogue using words and phrases from Language Bank 20.
1   A:  What could people in our city do to get fit? 

B:  Lots of things. For example, ……………………………………. more sports, like football.
2   A:  ………………………………….. . You have to be very fit to do that.

B:  All right, they could go swimming.
3   A:  ……………………………………. Most people love swimming. But some people can't swim, of course. 

B:  ……………………………………. go for a half-hour walk every day. It's very good for you and anyone can do it.
4   A:  I ……………………………………. I like football and I’m quite fit.

Complete the dialogue with sentences from Language Bank 21.
1   A:  I think we’re going to build taller and taller buildings.         B:  …………………………………….……………………
2   A:  Because populations are exploding.                                   B:  …………………………………….……………………
3   A:  I mean that populations are getting a lot bigger all the time B:  …………………………………….……………………
4   A:  Yes, China and India are very good examples.

Checking that you have understood what someone said

•    Sorry / excuse me.
•    Sorry / excuse me, what did you say?
•    Can you say that again?
•    Can / could you repeat that, please?
•    Could you possibly say that again?

•   Could you say that more slowly, please?
•    I’m sorry, I didn’t hear what you said.
•    I didn’t catch what you said. 
•    Did you (actually) say (that) …?
•    Do you mean (that) …?
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