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Units 16–18Units 16–18 Language banks                                                 26, 27, 28

Complete the dialogue using phrases from Language Bank 26.
1   A:  In my opinion, prison doesn’t stop people from re-offending.     B:  …………………………………………………
2   A:  There are other good alternatives to prison.                            B:  …………………………………………………
3   A:  But sometimes I think it’s necessary to send someone to prison. B:  …………………………………………………
4   A:  Particularly when they’ve committed a very violent crime.        B:  …………………………………………………

Ways of showing respect and                                Extra expressions to add to the 
understanding of other people's views                   conversation

•    I understand what you are trying to say …
•    I respect your opinion about this …
•    I can see where you're coming from …
•    I think you have a very good point …
•    That's an interesting way of looking at it … 
•    I have to admit it's a very strong argument …

•   … and I agree with you.
•   … and I fully agree with what you're saying.
•   … and it's my view too.
•   … but I don't agree with you.
•   … but I can't agree with you because …
•   … but I'm afraid it isn't my view.

26

Ways of evaluating past actions / course of events

•    He could have taken a cell phone (US) / mobile phone (UK) with him. 
•    He should have told someone about his trip. 
•    He shouldn’t have set out alone.
•    If he had told someone about the trip, people would have found him much faster.
•    He was right / wrong to do that.
•    It was / wasn’t a good idea to do that. 

27

Ways of hypothesising

•    The bodies must have been dummies.
•    Aliens can’t have visited them.

28

•    They could have imagined it.
•    They might have invented their stories.

Write sentences about these two situations, using the language in Language Bank 27. 
1 Tracy went out hiking without a coat or umbrella. She got very bad flu.

…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………..

2 Martin set out on a long car journey when he had had very little sleep. He had an accident.
…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………..

Complete the dialogue with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets. Choose from the structures in
Language Bank 28.
1   A:  Has Ursula arrived yet?

B:  No, I went to the station but she wasn’t on the train. She (miss) ……………… it.
2   A:  She (not/miss) …………… it. She rang me to say she was on the train.

3   A:  She (got off) ……………….. earlier station.
B:  Why would she want to do that? 

4   A:  She (think) ……………. it was the right station.
B:  Oh dear! 
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B:  That’s strange.


