
1 WORD POWER
Join the sentences on the left with the sentences on the right using the phrases for

developing an argument in Language Bank 17 (page 000). An example is given.
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1 Thriving colonies of bacteria have 

been found in the freezing climate 

of Antarctica.

2 Using stem cells, geneticists have 

grown miniature human kidneys 

inside mice.

3 Belgian researchers have discovered 

a strain of bacteria that will 

eat chlorine.

4 It costs €20,000 to send just one 

litre of water into space.

5 Hydrogen fuel cells produce 

electricity, pure water and heat.

a … They would be ideal to help rid

landfill sites of toxic polyvinyl

chloride.

b … a manned mission to Mars could

only succeed if water exists on the

planet.

c … in the future people might grow

their own organs instead of

waiting for a transplant.

d … they would make an ideal

pollution-free substitute for the

internal combustion engine.

e … they could also survive in the

cold, dry conditions of Mars.

It follows logically

then that...

2 WRITING
A Write an article (220-250 words) for a science magazine on the effects of one scientific development

over the last 25 years.

B Write a letter (180-210 words) to the editor of a local newspaper saying whether you support or

reject the current developments in genetics and explaining why.

3 SPEAKING STRATEGIES: Key words 
Good presenters speak to their audience; they don’t read to them. This means memorising and

practising the presentation. To help them remember, they use just a few key words or phrases

(written on cards).

Summarise each of these sentences in a maximum of three key words. An example (0) is given.

0 In 1989, highly respected chemists Fleischmann
and Pons shocked the world with the claim that
they had discovered cold fusion. – Cold fusion

1 Fleischmann and Pons claimed electricity passing
through a palladium electrode immersed in heavy
water caused excess heat unexplainable by
chemical reactions alone. It must therefore be a
nuclear reaction.   

2 The researchers announced their results to the media
without first publishing their findings in a scientific
journal. Later, duplicating the experiment proved
difficult, and it was largely dismissed as a hoax. 

3 Many think the idea merits further study.
Numerous university laboratories and
independent scientists are continuing the
research. 

4 Over 300 scientific papers have been written on
the subject and there is even an annual
conference on cold fusion.

5 Studies have found excess amounts of heat,
tritium, helium and neutrons which researchers
claim is consistent with nuclear reactions. 

6 Although improvements to the process continue,
it is still difficult to get consistent reactions. 

4 IDIOMS
Fill in the blanks with the correct noun to complete the idiom.

a brains
b cornerstone
c ground
d headlines
e horizon

1 He has broken new ............. with his malaria research.

2 Donna, can I pick your ............. on these new quasar measurements?

3 I remember when the cloning of Dolly the sheep hit the ............. in 1996.

4 There are many challenging ethical questions looming large on the ............. .

5 The ability to reproduce the results of experiment is a ............. of the scientific method.


