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Neil: Hi! We’re here at the Eden Project,
to show you our exhibition called
“kNOwtrash”. 

Ruth: The products in the exhibition are
made out of recycled materials – 
for example, this handbag is made
out of drinks cans. It was made in 
Brazil – you can see the Brazilian
flag on it. We’ve been to many
countries to find useful things that
are made out of trash. We say,
‘There’s NO trash if you KNOW
trash.’

Neil: This is the first part of the
exhibition. It shows natural things,
such as wood. Here we show that in
nature, there’s no waste. Everything
is recycled. 

Ruth: So, the lesson is, in nature, nothing
is wasted.

Neil: Right. Shall we move on to the
second part? 

Ruth: Here, we show things that come out
of the ground, like oil. People
manufacture products out of these
things. For example, oil is made into
plastic.

Neil: But, when things are manufactured,
doesn’t it use a lot of energy?

Ruth: It does. In the West, we take natural
materials and use energy to make
them into products. The products
are used for a short time and often,
just thrown away.

Neil: We should recycle them, of course.

Ruth: Exactly. In Britain each person 
throws away 517 kilograms of trash
a year. But it’s all precious – even
the drinks can! 

Neil: A drinks can is precious? Really? 

Ruth: It’s true. Let’s move on to Part 3 of 
the exhibition. All the products here
are made out of recycled materials.

Neil: It’s amazing. Look at the Brazilian 
handbag and the toy aeroplane.
They’re both made out of drinks 
cans! And the sun hat over there is
made out of newspaper and those
shoes are made out of car tyres.

Ruth: All these things come from
developing countries.

Neil: Countries with a lot of poor people.

Ruth: A lot of poor people. For them, 
plastic bags and old clothes are
precious. They can use them to make
something new that they can sell.

Neil: OK, let’s go to the last part of the
exhibition. Here we give advice
about recycling. The fact is you can
recycle almost everything – cars,
furniture, paper, glass. Some big
companies are doing this already. 
One company has used more than 
86 million plastic bottles to make
warm jackets. If you want to help
the environment, you should recycle 
as much as possible. Another
advantage is that people can make
money from recycling.

Ruth: We hope that because of our
exhibition people will see that
rubbish is not rubbish.
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