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Learning with Smart English A2 videos
The Smart English A2 Videos are all authentic and specially 
made for this course. They enable students using the course 
to connect with the real lives and experiences of their peers  
in many countries.
 Students watch the Videos as part of the normal run of 
exercises in the Student’s Book. It is possible to use the 
Student’s Book without the Videos, but as they have been 
made specifi cally to practise the vocabulary, grammar 
and communicative activities of each Unit, they are an 
integrated part of the course and add signifi cantly to the 
learning experience. The Language Banks on the fl aps of 
the Student’s Book are also a useful tool for practice of the 
language in these Videos.
 It is also possible to use the Videos separately from the 
Student’s Book, as each fi lm has its own set of exercises in 
this book. 
 Many of the Videos are fi rst presented as part of the 
Listening (Section 3 in each Unit) or the Reading (Section 5)
and sometimes CLIL (Section 8). 
 Each of the Video Worksheets in this book is divided 
into three simple sections: 

1: Before you watch, 2: While you watch and 
3: After you watch with PROJECTS.

The Video Worksheet activities are all in line with and 
useful practice for the Listening, Speaking and Writing 
parts of standard ESOL exams, such as Trinity GESE and 
Cambridge KET. The PROJECTS section has Cambridge KET-
type writing tasks.

Step 1: Before you watch
The Student’s Book Unit prepares students for the Video 
with various exercises, for example, reading and listening 
texts on the same topic. The specifi c Video exercises are 
marked with a Video symbol (   ) and a Video number. 
 In the Video Worksheets in this book, exercise 1 
reviews the vocabulary and language and prepares students 
for the Video by asking them what they remember from 
the topic in the Student’s Book. There is also a FILM FACTS 
box that gives key facts about the fi lm, in question and 
answer form. Especially if students haven’t already done 
the Video exercises in the Student’s Book, exercise 1 is an 
essential preparation for watching the Video.

Step 2: While you watch
This section has exercises 2 and 3. To provide variety and 
interest, and depending on the type of Video, there are two 
different approaches. In some Units, the two exercises are 
based on the entire fi lm. In others, exercise 1 is on the fi rst 
part and exercise 2 is on the second part. The two parts are 
indicated by time codes in brackets, for example, ‘Watch 
the fi rst part of the Video (until 2:30).’

Exercises for watching the entire Video:

Exercise 2 Watch the video: This is a Listening for gist 
exercise. Since students have already been prompted to 
recall background information and language, they can now 
listen for the general ideas in the Video.

Exercise 3 Watch the video again: This is a Listening for 
detail exercise. Students now watch again and listen for the 
details. Using these activities, students fi nd out more about 
the people and the topic and hear the language examples 
used. 

Exercises for watching the Video in two parts:

Watch the fi rst part: Students watch and listen. They do 
simple comprehension tasks that introduce the ideas and 
vocabulary in the Video.

Watch the second part: This has the same approach, 
covering the second part of the programme.
In exercises 2 and 3, students complete short, simple 
information questions, or choose from alternatives for more 
complex information. In some cases, they do an exercise on 
new vocabulary. 
 These Listening tasks are typical of those that students 
will meet in exams, such as Cambridge KET Listening 
Paper 2, Parts 4 and 5.

Step 3: After you watch and 
PROJECTS
Speaking:  In exercise 4, students discuss a question about 
a particular aspect of the Video. This gives students the 
chance to voice their own opinions with the help of the 
language in the Video. 
Writing: In exercise 5, which completes the worksheet, 
students do an individual task or written PROJECT as 
consolidation of the language and information in the fi lm. 
There is always a choice of task (for differentiation) so that 
different types and levels of learners can choose the Project 
that suits them best. Some students will want to do both 
activities and this should be encouraged.
 Task A typically involves drawing a plan or diagram, 
writing notes or making a poster (on paper or online). This 
requires some writing, but can be completed by students 
for whom a simpler writing task is more appropriate. 
 Task B offers stronger students the chance to create a 
piece of coherent writing such as an email or a paragraph 
for a magazine article or website. These tasks are typical of 
those that students will meet in exams, such as Cambridge 
KET Reading and Writing Paper 1, Part 9.

Screen subtitles, Video Transcripts and Answer keys
Students and teachers will notice that there are often 
screen subtitles appearing in the Videos. These have been 
included to help with key vocabulary and phrases. All the 
Videos are authentic, so these captions give extra support 
with some of the new vocabulary, phrasing or pronunciation 
of the people appearing in the fi lms. For detailed reference, 
there is a full Video Transcript of each fi lm at the back of 
this book. Also at the back of the book is an Answer Key 
for exercises 1-3 of each Unit.
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Outline Video Lesson Plan
Level: CEFR A2  
Time: 45 minutes (timings approximate)
Aims:   
• To predict Video topic and language
• To enable students to adequately follow a short Video
•  To encourage discussion and expression of personal 

opinions on the topic
•  To practise vocabulary and grammar relating to the topic
• To do writing tasks related to the topic

Resources: Smart English A2 Video Pack
Preparation: 
Watch and review the film before the class, preferably using 
the Video as part of the Unit in the Student’s Book. The 
films can be used separately as supplementary materials 
to other courses, especially where there are similar topics 
(e.g. Holidays, Shopping, Hobbies and Sports, Food, School 
and Work, among others). Note relevant vocabulary in 
the Student’s Book Unit, and as you watch the Video, note 
down any other key vocabulary. Use the Language Banks 
on the flaps of the Student’s Book to support this question 
and answer process. Read through the Video worksheet. For 
After you watch exercise 4, note down prompts that will 
be helpful in discussing the questions. For exercise 5, again, 
note down appropriate language. 

Procedure: 
FILM FACTS  (3 minutes)
•  Tell students they are going to watch a Video on a 

particular topic. Direct them to the Video worksheet 
and the FILM FACTS on the right hand page of the Unit. 
Check that students understand the questions and 
answers. Students can describe the picture using some of 
the language in the FACTS.

Extra activity  (4 minutes)
•  Do a brainstorming activity for prediction, as this will help 

students prepare for the video and think about what to 
expect. Put students in pairs or small groups and ask them 
to brainstorm words and phrases that they predict will 
come up and also to think of questions to discuss. Write the 
vocabulary and questions as a mind map on the board. 

Before you watch  
Exercise 1 (3-5 minutes)
•  Read out the question / task and check students 

understand. If students have done the preparatory work 
in the Student’s Book, ask them to complete the task. 
Check answers.

•  If you are using the Video without the Student’s Book, 
ask students to read the exercise. Check understanding, 
using the pictures as support. Model pronunciation of 
key vocabulary and get students to repeat. Students then 
complete the task. Check answers.

While you watch   
Exercise 2  (10 minutes)
•  Read out the question / task. Ask students to read the 

exercise and check they understand the language. Teach 
new vocabulary where necessary, using the pictures as 
support.

•  If it is a gist exercise, explain that the aim is for students 
to understand the general meaning and not worry about 
details. Students watch the Video.

•  Students complete the task. Alternatively, put students in 
pairs to complete the task.

•  Check answers. Be prepared to play the Video once or 
twice more where students are uncertain of the answers. 
Use the Pause button on the Video to locate and replay 
key sentences.

Exercise 3  (10 minutes)
•  If the exercise requires students to listen in more detail, 

tell them they are going to watch the Video again to find 
out information more about it.

•  Read out the question / task and go through the same 
procedure described above for exercise 2. Answer the 
questions on the relevant Video Worksheet page. 

Extra activity (10 minutes)
Divide the class in half and ask them to prepare questions 
for the other half, using the examples in the Video. Each 
group either asks or answers a question and then swaps. 
These questions and answers (using the Language Banks) 
will give students practice for speaking exams such as the 
Trinity GESE Topic and Conversation or Cambridge KET 
Paper 3 Speaking.

After you watch 
Exercise 4  (7 minutes)
•  Read out the question. Elicit answers from two or three 

stronger students and help them with prompts which 
you can then write on the board. 

•  Put students in pairs or small groups to discuss the 
questions.

•  Discuss the question as a class.  Ask for feedback from 
different pairs or groups.

Exercise 5  PROJECTS  (10 minutes)
•  You may want to divide the class into two groups and 

give the simpler writing exercise A to some students 
and the more challenging writing exercise B to other 
students.

•  Make sure the tasks are clear. Ask students to read the 
exercise and check they understand it. 

•  Ask students to think about what they want to say and 
to make some notes. You may want to put them in pairs 
to do this. If you feel students need help, elicit ideas and 
language and write on the board.

•  Students do the task. Give help where necessary. 
Alternatively, they can do it for homework. 

•  Ask students to give feedback on another student’s work. 
They can ask questions or make comments at a class or 
group presentation, or write online comments. 

Student’s Book exercise
As revision of the Video, return to the video exercise in the 
Student’s Book and ask students to discuss the question. 
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